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Had a Mind to offer nothing now on 
account of Quotations out of my Books 
real or pretended, and about the Doctri- 
nalia, and about ſuch Practices of ours, 
miſrepreſented by that diabolical Art, which 
in the Times of Jeſus repreſented his Tenets 
as dæmoniacal, and his Life as ſcandalons ; 
and which ended in the Sin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, 


I 


Being ſo fully convinced, as I now am, 
of the ill-natured Meaning of my Oppoſers, 
and that they, far from expecting a Confeſſion 
of my Heart and Mind, wait only for an 
Occaſion to abuſe me more, and to poiſon 
by their Art * all what I could fay in my 
own Defence : So I would ſpare all this for 
the great Work, where I at the ſame Time 
could anſwer all the Abuſes ingrafted afreth 
upon this Defence of mine, 


* Which is exerciſed with it's known Liberty, becauſe 
the Judges they appeal to, tho” intitled to laugh at the 
Cauſe, have no Authority to judge ; and which is an Art 
the more illiberal, as they know beforehand, that if they 
fall into his Hands, they will be very late, 

But, 
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But, upon Recollection, as I find that 
thoſe Detractors in England are but few; 
and thoſe, Thanks to God, many, who want 
but One direct Anſwer, and they will of 
Courſe be cured of their Panick for the 
Truth of Chriſt, (that immoveable Rock in 
the midſt of a raging Sea) which Fear, be 
it ſaid by the by, in a Perſon of the Cloth, 
be it ever ſo ill- grounded, gives me a real 


Pleaſure, and encreaſes my Eſteem for the 
Man : 


So I will explain myſelf about feveral Ar- 
ticles briefly, and only poſtpone the Analyſis 
of theſe till the greater Work. 


AN 
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* AM well aſſured, that the Times are 
44] =, paſt, when the Clergy deceived the 
| * World. I hope, I never ſaid fo in 
Lek 77/enti, The World acts now as 
our firſt Father; he was not deceived when he 
ſinned. 


2. When I ſhall once begin to publiſh doctrinal 
Writings myſelf, I ſhall take Care not to utter 
my own, inſtead of Bible Judgment. 


3. 1 am glad, that I have a Heart and Head full 
of the Bible; and that I can ſay in ſome Meaſure in 
St. Paul's Strain, 1 Cor. xiv. I thank God, I have 
learnt the Bible more by Heart, and ſpeak it accord- 
ingly more than you all. 


4. I think it neither right nor ſafe to depart from 
the written Word, in guiding Conſciences; and 
moreover I think it to be a great Folly ; becauſe a 
Commentator of a Book, not willing to be laugh'd 
at, muft ſtick to the Principles of his Book, when 
explaining the Meaning of his Author ; and if he 

B has 


[2] 
has a Mind to maintain an Opinion contrary to his 
Text, he muſt freely confeſs that he does ſo, be- 
cauſe he will never get over an impartial Reader to 
— * him backed by a Book, when he contra- 
It. - 


g. I have a real Attachment to the Spirit of 
LUTHER; and I have conſtantly affirmed myſelf 
to be one belonging to that School, even in ſuch 
Countries, where it is out of Faſhion to be a 
Lutheran. | 


6. I never intended publickly or privately to 
profeſs any Doctrine contrary to the Aug ſburg Con- 
feſſion, becauſe I agree to that Confeſſion out of 
Choice, non quatenus ſed quia ; and am not conſcious 
that I hold any Tenet, contrary to that Confeſſion.“ 


7. I am ſure, that Nobody was offended in my 
ewn Country at my Expreſſions, but thoſe, whoſe Con- 
ſciences are not very clean. 

But I am alſo ſure, that the Gloſſes put upon 
my Writings at that Time | are very ſcandalous, 
and truly ſuch ſole Zeya, of which our Saviour 


ſpeaks in that dreadful Manner, Math. xii. 36. 


8. My Way of ſpeaking was only the common 
German, as it is uſed on the Borders of Bohemza, 
in Sileſia and Moravia, 


How many Perſons who ſubſcribe their full Aſſent and 
Conſent to the Articles and Book of Common Prayer, &c. can 
ſay, they are not conſcious that they hold any ſettled "Tenet contrary 
to that Subſcription, I know not; I wiſh they were innumerable. 
It would be well for the Church of England, and God would 
not be ſo often mocked as it is {aid he is by many, who no 
ſooner have ſubſcribed and entered into Preferment, than they 
make no ſcruple to wiſh to drop the Athanaſian Creed, and 
thoſe Articles of Religion which look a little like what 1s called 
Anti- Arminiani/m, — preach accordingly. 
1 And here in England now. 
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I altered it a little in the Time of the great 
Sifting, which was a Time of four Years ; in verbis 
eram facilis, in order to maintain Truth itſelf.“ 

The Stile from 1744, till 48. was not my 


OWN. 


I ſpeak now theſe ſeven Years in my old Way; 
and we are now all agreed circa res & verba. 


9. My Brethren of the Lutheran Tropus, and T, 
have no other Doctrine, than what is taught by that 
School; and our Phraſes in Proſe and Verſe have 
nothing, but what is afforded by the Idiom proper 
tO it. 

It is now ſeven Vears, that the Eaſtern Ferocity 
ſuffers itſelf to be ſomewhat civilized by the Weſtern 
Elegance; but will never exchange a ruſtic Ex- 
preſſion of a wiſe Thought with the ableſt Delivery 
of a filly Thing. 


10. I would not have Chriſtianity ridiculed (as it 
was by Petronius, Lucian, Porphyrius, Julian, Sym- 
machus, and other grave or jeſting Philoſophers of 
the Gentiles) by our notorious Unbelievers ; and for 
that very Reaſon, I keep the more ftriftly to Chriſt's 
ewn Inſtruftion and Example, in anſwering leading or 
infamous Queſtions. 


* As the great Sage of old condeſcended to play with his 
Children, perhaps rather than ſufer them to be corrupted by 
the Company of his Slaves. The Condeſcenſion of the Ordi- 
nary herein, to go a few Steps, if I may uſe the Word, into 
the Language prevailing among many at that Time (who were 
at the Bottom, the beſt and moſt ſincere Part of a certain So- 
ciety) in order to be able to come at the Helm, whenever 
there ſhould be real Danger of Shipwreck ; tho' it gave an odd 
Turn to his Diction, and threw a Ridicule upon his Character, 
E it was the happieſt Thing for the Society, as well as the 

indeſt Thing He ever did, and the Succeſs He had in reco- 
vering ſo many Jewels from their Flaws, abundantly overpaid 

all the Scorn He met with. God reward him. 
B 2 11.1 


[4] 


11. I would not furniſh Deiſis with Weapons ; but 
thoſe unclean Flies, who firſt marr Words and 
make them theirs, and then give them out for 
other People's, are guilty of that great Sin. 


12. I endeavour to prepare all Truths for the 
Heart, according to the Method of the Bible. F 
That is my only View. How far I ſucceed therein 
God knows beſt, and perhaps alſo a Company 
of a hundred Thouſand Souls in different Places ; 
who are indeed but a few, a ſmall Flock, com- 
pared with the whole Body of Chriſtendom. 


13. The ſeeming Uncommonneſs of my Expreſſions, 
is owing to a too common Detect in Readers, that 
they are not converted, nor of a tender Heart. 
And theſe Things were not written for them. 
I let the Copics of my Writings be ſo ſparingly 
diſtributed, that they ſcarce ſuffice for a fourth Part 


of our own People. || 
I] was 


* He knows neither Collins nor Vzo/flon ; therefore from 
the Charge was only taken Deifis in general, without under- 
taking to aſlert whether thoſe Perſons were ſo or no; they 
paſs'd according to common Fame to be ſo. 


+ What is ſaid of Dr. & Cart, (ſce his Life lately publiſhed) 
has always been true of our Author. 

« In Divinity, it was his great Aim to ſettle beyond all 
% Contradiftion what muſt be the Support of true Religion; 
« and then, to ſhew the Evidences for what muſt rely upon 
« that Support.” 

As to his Learning or Reading, © it did not indeed appear 
* in Trifles, nor in every Part of Knowledge, but in thoſe 
« particularly which regarded the purelt Writers, as well as 
« what can truly be called Theology; it was of wonderful Uſe 
« to him in all his Studies, and all his Converſations. 
„He was one of the beſt Judges to apply to for a quick De- 
* termination about the Force or Failure of any Arguments or 
« appearing Demonſtrations in theſe Studies. 

|| When a Cardinal, who pretended to Learning, ſaid to 
Gombauld, je ne wous entends pas: He replied, Mr. ce n'eſt pas 
ma faute, Our Saviour has expreſſed himſelt ſtill more roundly 


on 
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14. 1 was hitherto a little embarraſſed with the 
Copies made of my Deliveries. 

(1.) I am quite the Reverſe of thoſe good Au- 
thors, who are ſenſible, that they /ay finer Things in 
Wriling, than in Converſation. But I am abſolutely 
in their Caſe in that other Particular, that many 
Thoughts of theirs, with which they have been 
charmed, when they firſk aroſe in their Minds, they 
do afterwards bluſh at, and ſtrike them out. * 

(2.) Ir is not in my Power to ſuffice for all the 
Emendations, which I fain would make in reviewin 
any Delivery of mine. Why then is the World filled 
with your Bocks? I'll tell: Before the Year 1748, 
I was not able to hinder it. I did it fo effectually 
theſe ſeven Years paſt, that of near three thouſand 
Sermons and Homilies which I delivered in that 
Space of Time, not one, I hope, has been printed 
and publiſhed. As I was already of that Opinion 
in the Year 1740, I permitted not my Name to be 
ſet to moſt of thoſe Embryo's; for having deter- 
mined, in the End, to publiſh myſelf all whar I 
ſhould judge to be ready for Publication, I in- 
tended to deprive thoſe præmature Editions of 


their Sanction, and declared myſelf many times 
to that Effect. + 


I was 


on that Head. But from whom ſhould He ſtudy to conceal his 
Principles? Beſides, He is ſpeaking to People to whom it is 
given to underſtand him. And after all, it wou'd be no ſuch 
great Harm done, if thoſe perhaps did not underſtand him, 
whoſe Paſtor he is not, and who don't poſſeſs the Correlatum 
or Requiſites for his practical Ideas. They might then take 
up the juſt and wiſe Reſolution for them againſt his Writings ; 
not to read them at all, 


* Obſervations ſur I'Homme d'Eſprit. Mercure Frangoiſe. 
Juillet 1746. 

+ In the Books publiſhed, here and there, Emendations were 
not wanting. The Author has more Pleaſure in correQting any 
Thing, which has eſcaped his Notice, the firlt Moment he can, 
than to wait till a ſubſequent Edition. 


Who» 
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I was the more neceſſitated to do ſo, becauſe the 
Ignorance and Careleſneſs of the Performers was 
ſometimes ſuch, that I could not gueſs at my own 
Meaning, by their having let out whole Lines, 1 
put one Word for another, taken No for Jes, and 
what impardonable Faults more could be laid to 
their Charge; & which very extraordinary Fate in 


Whoever but knows, amidſt how many Avocations and Bu- 
ſineſs of very different Kinds all our Printing Matters are carried 
on, will not wonder, that there are Emendations to be made ; 
he ought to wonder, that there are not many more. 

He never ſuppoſes there is any Perfection in his Writings ; 
he looks upon them as perpetually wanting Correction and A- 
mendment. A friendly Hand, which would point out to him 
any thing which wanted, would be very far from being unwell- 
Come to him. 

It would be perhaps needleſs to deſire fair and candid Read- 
ers; thoſe who are naturally ſo, will be ſo of Courſe with his 
Writings ; thoſe who are otherwiſe diſpoſed, may not perhaps 
alter their Way of reading, for being deſired to do ſo. 

t Two Letters omitted may give a Handle to a great deal 
of ridiculous Nonſenſe, tho' it is not very honeſt in a Writer to 
urge Blunders contrary to the whole Drift of the Books of his 
Antagoniſt, only in order to turn ſerious Things into a Joke. 

{ 'There were ſometimes five hundred Faults of the Copiſt or 
Printer in two hundred Pages of a Book aſcribed to him, and 
now and then they have been ſuch, as implied erroneous Doc- 
trines, quite the Reverſe of his noun Principles: That our 
Saviour was nichts anders (nothing further) than a Man, inſtead 
of nicht anders (no otherwiſe) 1. e. he deported himſelf no 
otherwiſe in his Actions, Speeches, ſlee ping, _— and drink. 
ing, is one of that bad Sort. The Letter added creates an 
impious and odious Error, directly contradictory to the whole 
Theology he ſtands up for. It looks like one of thoſe YVitia 
typographica, which ſome prophane Hand made on purpoſe ; 
ſuch as often happen in ſtrange Printing Offices, as; the Heart 
flill remains Sein (his, the Saviour's) inſtead of Stein (like a 
Stone:) Hunds-geſinde (a Pack of Dogs) for Haus⸗geũnde (the 
Family). The Lord's CUoelfe (Wolves) for 3woelfe twelve. 
God's Untugenden, unvirtuous Qualities, for Tugend, Virtues, 


' Ec, But others, as well as we, have met with the ſame Fate: 


as in one famous Edition of the Bible the Words run poſitively 
thus: Thou ſhalt commit Adultery. 


our 
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our Times, tho' very common between the ſix- 
teenth and ſeventeenth Centuries *, would ſcarce be 
believed, if the firſt Edition of my Eſſay upon the 
New Teſtament, compared with its ſecond Edition, 
had not ſpoken ſo loudly in my Behalf, thar 
there can be no ſuch Thing as evading or leſſening 
the Argument. 


15. What the Sermons of the Synod at Zeiſt 
are to me, or I to them, ſhall be determined, when 
I in the Volumes of my Works, which are now 
going to the Preſs, ſhall be advanced ſo far. In the 
mean while I muſt confeſs, that they ſhare the Fate 
of almoſt all the firſt Editions of my other Writings, 
which, as I ſaid before, are never acknowledged by 
me. The Difference between a ſecond Edition and 
the firſt, ſeems of ſo little Conſequence to ſome, 
that my own People perhaps is not ſenſible of it; 
but, however, for Word- hunters the Diſappointment 
will be very great; no Perſon being leſs yielding 
about Principles, or more tractable about Words, 
Phraſes and Particles, than I: In verbis facilis, circa 
res pertinax. 

I hope the Excellency of the Brethren's Conſti- 
tution will ſhortly convince all thoſe, who ridiculiſed 
them upon ſome Excreſcencies very eaſily to be cut 
without hurting the noble Parts, that they have 

Judged the fire Hand by the long Nails. Ex ungue 
hominem. I would however wiſh, that the Oppo- 
nents had contented themſelves with expoſing Mat- 
ters if not charitably, yet truly. 


* Luther's Writings, a great Poem of Tao, & Buxtorffii Sy- 
nagoga Juaaica, met with the ſame Inconvenience : in the firſt 
Edition of one of the Books of the former, the Number of the 
Faults amounted to one thouſand, And the firſt Editions of 
the two laſt were ſcarce producible. One need not tell a learned 
Reader, that thoſe præmature Fruits are always the Effect of 
the Officiouſneſs of overfond Diſciples, or of the Eagerneſs of 
interelled Bookſellers . 

16. The 
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16, The Perſon who offers to ſwear, that he heard 
me ſay in the Pulpit, that the 7% Commanament was 
not ſufficient to prevent Adultery in the Chriſtian Senſe, 
may take heed how he {wears : 

If he ſwears to the very Words I find alledged 
in Books, he forſwears himſelf, 

(I.) I could not have ſpoken of the ſeventh Com- 
mandment, becauſe I being a Lutheran, hold that 
Commandment to be the ſixth; being far from 
taking what you draw from the ſecond, for a Com- 
mandment yet in force. Eecauſe the Argument 
uſed there is, that nobody has ſeen Cod; Deut. iv. 15. 
Whereas S. Paul and S. John declare, that God was 
manifeſted in the Fleſh, that they and many Hundreds 
more ſaw him. 

(2.) I can ſcarce have mentioned the Word 
Commandment at all, being very nice about Ex- 
preſſions capable to hurt the Ears of well-meaning 
People. 

3.) I can have ſaid, and I ſuppoſe I have ſaid, 
(becauſe I believe ſo, and becauſe no Chriſtian can 
doubt of it,) that the Rule of old about Adultery is 
not ſufficient to teach People their Duty now, 
And 

(4.) If he ſwears that, he muſt ſwear too, that 
I borrowed my Aſſertion out of the very Mouth 
of our Saviour; and I need not ſwear to that Fact, 
becauſe every body can read the very Words our 
Saviour ſpoke to that Effect; they begin thus: 
„ You have heard that it has been ſaid to the An- 
* cients, Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery ; but J 
ſay unto YO U, &c. 

And why that ? „If your Rightcouſneſs does not 
« exce d, is not better than what you have been 
* told by your Teachers, the Orthodoxy of whom 
he recommends extremely on another Occaſion | you 
cannot enter into the Kingdom of God.” Matt. v. 

I never 


C 
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17. I never ſaid, that our Saviour ated not with 
Caution enough, and that S. John atts better. 

It is a downright perverting of the Citation, 
which every body can ſee very plainly (Maxims, 
p. 223. |. 10—13. * 

Let every honeſt Man judge, if I preferred S. 
Fobn for his metaphyſical Caution, to the Simplicity 
of my Saviour, for whom I would give a thouſand 
Lives. 


18. I never called any Chriſtian People Names, neither 
in Jeremias, p. 238, nor in any of my Books. 
That is a wiltul Impoſition upon the too credulous 
Reader. 

I never called the Clergy or any of them Satan 
Profeſſors, neither in the Zeyſ# Diſcourſes, p. 40. 
nor any where elle, 

But as it is notorious, that S. John called Cerin- 
thus the Firſt born of Satan; that St. Paul calls 
many Perſons the Apoſtles of Satan ; and that our 
Saviour calls Peter himſelf a Satan: So' I could 
be in the right to caution + a good Friend of mine 
againſt that unhappy Buſineſs. 


19. Tho' I knew very well, that I could never have 
called the Proteſtant Religion a Laodicea, which ſhe 
cannot be : Nevertheleſs I ſought for it in the Place 
alledged (Bud. Cell. I. II. p. 603.) but find that 
I ſaid there the direct contrary. 

It was then that I met with a real Error of the 
Preſs the moſt unaccountable I ever ſaw ; for, in- 


ſtead of Die Kleine, which is the right Reading, 


* If theſe Maxims of his were read, no other Remarks upon 
the Controverſies againſt Him would be neceſſary, cither to 
ſhew what the Man means, or what his Adverſaries deſerve. 

+ Which, by the bye, was ſo far from imbittering his Mind, 
that after his Death he left his Family to the Ordinary's Care, 
which is now an Ornament to our Church, 


'S I found 
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I found der Engel (the Angel) who is there quite 
out of his Place. || I hope that Error was none of 
the wilful ones we meet with ſometimes in foreign 
Printing Offices, but was only a Miſtake. | 
I ſhall bur ſay in Concluſion, That I never called 
the Proteſtant Religion Laodicea, nor ever ſhall. 


20. I never called Divines Sacrament- Babblers, or 
any Thing like it. 

The Place referred to is the downright Oppoſite 
to any ſuch Meaning. 5 

I rebuked ſeverely thoſe light- minded young 
Clergymen among the Lutherans, who ridiculed the 
ceremonial Part of their Duty, (a Faſhion ve 
common at that Time) and told them they ſhould 
not turn vroxpilai, and Scurræ of holy Things, which 
was to me an Abomination. If they were not con- 
vinced, that Ceremonies, however plain and few, 
were of Service or fitting, they ſhould leave them 
unuſed ; ſhould neither comply with them, nor 
mock them. 


21. I ſaid (pag. 422.) that true Miniſters of a 
Church of Chriſt, and ſo ours too, in their different 
Stations and Countries, ought to be living Images 
of our bleſſed Saviour; I ſaid modeſtly they ought 
to be, tho' the Apoſtles ſay they axe. 


22. It being once uſual on the Congregation- 
Days, which were frequent enough, that we got 
fifty or ſixty Letters from Perſons of all Ranks to 


|| The Words were to that Effect, % Pauli Craſ Kraft in Afia 
don allen verlaſſen worden ; was will die Kliine, der Gemeine zu 
Philadelphia, anders erwarten: So the Paſſage ſhould be read, 
and the Corrector, or Printer, or ſomebody has been to blame. 
However, Laodicea is not the Name given to the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion in the ſame Page, but a better Name. 

The Book called Remarks on Jeremias is entirely written 
in henorem Miniſterii Evangelici, and properly of that Part of it, 
which is ner of our Pale. 

be 
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be received into our Congregations; who wrote in 
ſuch a Manner, as if their temporal and eternal 
Welfare depended upon their being received or 
not: 

t was on that Head, and in order to ſtifle that 
Rage of coming among us, that I ſaid in the Ser- 
mon, preached Nov. 22, 1744, that I was well af- 
ſured, that People who would have been ſaved in 
their vwn Religion, could be damned in ours. 

do not comprehend, where the Opponents have 
gathered all the Nonſenſe they ſay thereupon. 
What could they have ſaid more to the Purpoſe, it 
they had themſclves ſpoken upon that Topic? 


23. When any Oeconomus * happens to want to 
get rid of a rich youns Man, who immaturely preſſes 
tor being received, he may, ſhall, and will give hin 
the ſame Anſwer as in Luke xviii. 22. which I did 
barely repeat. 


24. When I had ſpoken (Zeiſt Diſc. p. 362) of 
a Trafableneſs like that of little Children, to be led, 
Step by Step, by their Miniſters and the Church, 
not knowing what they did: I concluded the Pe- 
riod with theſe very Words (p. 363. |. 12.) auf 
dieſe fuebrung halte ich nichts, That Leading I don't 
approve of.” And it is however ſaid, that I recom- 
mend the ſame, and great Things are built upon 
that Suppoſition. 


25. The Veil drawn before the Father's Eves might 
be taken for the Granting of David's Prayer: Hide 
thy Face from my Sins. 

That would be Senſe and an Orthodox one tos; 
but I ſuſpect that this was not my Meaning when I 
ſaid ſo. I ſpoke then of the Retreat of God, 


* A Bibic Word, which has nothing to do with Money- 


Matters. 1 Cor. iv. 1. 
C 2 Hef. 
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Hoſ. v. 15. I will hide my Face, viz. in Diſpleaſure, 
the Oppoſite of being permitted to ſee God. Matt. v. 


26. J muſt be deemed myſelf a Profeſſor of God 
the Father ; J have compoſed and founded the Li- 
turgics to him in our Church, 

But becauſe it is not in Defiance to, and in Odium 
Filii Creatoris, that I preach the Father; therefore 
I cannot be deemed one of the Angels of Satan, 
2 whom falſe Teachers are compared by St. 

aul. 


27. It is no Bible Divinity neither, when one ſays, 
God the Father is our Creator. 

No ſuch Tenet is to be found in the whole Bible 
of the Old and New Teſtament. But when P/. 102. 
it is ſaid, of old ht Thou laid the Foundation of the 
Earth, and the Heavens are the Works of thy Hands, 
the F piſtle to the Hebrews acquaints us, that was 
ſaid of the SON. 

That the Son Redeemed us, that will, I hope, not 
be contradicted by Chriſtians. 

That Ie Hallowed himſelf in order to ſanfify us, 
are his own Words. 

And St. Paul adds poſitively, that Chriſt is to us 
Santification. 

It it is ſaid, however, that God the Father, the 
Son, and the tHloily Ghoſt created, redcemed and 
ſanctiy us by Crit Jeſus, we will take no Offence, 
and moreover agree. 


28. When I confeſs, that my Redeemer has alſo 
created me, I ſpeak as much like a Man of the 
Law, as a Divine. 

There were Times, when the Chancery of the 
German Empire counted the Years always nach 
Gottes Geburt, after the Nativity of GOD; an Ex- 
preſſion, which if it was wanting in . 

that 
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that Age, is an inconteſtable Proof of it's being 
ſuppoſititious. | 

Now I will tell you, my Friends, what our old 
Saxon Law held thereabout. 

Gott ſchuff zuerſt Himmel und Erde, und 
machte den Menſchen; der brach den Ge- 
horſam, darum gingen wir irre, bis an die 
zeit, da Er uns erloetete mit ſeiner Marter.“ 
« God at firſt created Heaven and Earth, and made 
* Man; who violated his Obedience, in conſe- 
„ ſequence of which we wander'd aſtray, till the 
„Time came that IE redeemed us by his own 
6: Pay.” 

Des Freitags macht Gott den Menſchen, 
und ward des Freytags gemartert um des 
Menſchen willen; Er ruht auch des Sam- 
ſtags im Grabe nach ſeiner Harter T. On 
« Friday God makes Man, and on Friday he ſuffered 
* for the Sake of Man; He alſo reſts on Saturday 
& in the Grave after his Suffering.“ 

Once more, Gott hat den Menſchen geſchaf- 
fen, und hat ihn mit (einer Marter crlocſer, 


einen als wol als ven andern F, © God hath 
created Man, and hath redeemed him by his Suf- 


« fering, one as well as the other.” 


29. Somebody is, it ſeems, not content with 
my calling the Holy Ghoſt a Mother. I mean 
neither more nor lcfs, than the old Fathers of the 
Primitive Church, when they called Him ſo too. 
I follow this Idea ſimply, as did before me the great 
Dr. Luth:r, and the celebrated Dr. Franke at Hall. 

Clemens Alexandrinus intimated ſomething like it. 


God is Love, and thro' Love did he ſuffer him- 


Preface to the Sachſen-Spiegel. 
L. II. Art. 66. 
L. III. Art. 43. 
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[ 14 ] 
&« ſelf to be laid hold of by us. In reſpect of his 
&« TIneffability he is Father; but in regard of his 
„ ſympathizing with us, He became a Mother; — 
& thro' Love, he is become Feminine.” Trat. 
uts dives ſalv. 

But good old St. Macarius is full and plain. 
* When Adam (ſays he, Homil. 28.) had tranſ- 
© greſſed, and ſubmitted to the Spirit of this 
& World, then he ſaw no more either the true 
&« Father in Heaven, or that good and uſeful Mo- 
& ther the Holy Ghoſt's Grace, or that ſweet and de- 
“ firable Brother, our Lord.” 

Dr, Luther adopts the Opinion of the Fathers 
concerning the Holy Ghoſt, and ſays, That He 
« inſtructs, teaches and comforts us, as the Mother 
« does her Child; and adds, This 7s the right De- 
« finition and Manifeſtation of the Holy Ghoſt.” 
Tom. vii. fol. 88—90. Ed. Jen. Again, Who- 
„ ſoever is a Child of Righteouſneſs, he has that 
* honourable Mother the Holy Ghoſt ; of Her he 
„ can boaſt and reoice.” Haus-Poſtil, Tom. I. 
fol. 140. 

* The Holy Ghoſt, ſays Profeſſor Frank, di- 
c rected St. Paul to paint him as the true Mother 
&« of the Children of God.” And farther, Who 
„ can deny, that theſe are the Effects of the 
& infinite Mother-Love of the Holy Ghoſt to- 
e wards thoſe whom He has borne ? 


30. The being initiated into the Myſtery of the 
Blood of Chriſt, is a very good Word; it is never- 
theleſs true that I ſaid not that /oco citato, and that 
the Tranſlation is a downright Untruth. 

Is it poſſible that a German can tranſlate Her- 
kommen, coming out of the Mid} of, with being 
initiated into, which is a going thither ? 


31. Tho' I never ſaid nor ſung, nor ſhall ever 
ſay 


LSE i. 

ſay or ſing, thoſe Words: * God's Side-Hole hear 
« my Prayer; yet I am ſure that David made a 
Prayer pretty much the ſame, * and that [/azah, 
Ch. li. and St. F-hn, Ch. xix. 35. invite all good 
People to join with David, Surſum Cords ! 

Seiten-hoele in German, and Side-hole in Eugliſb 
are Expreſſions of a quite different Nature; as the 
Tranſlation of Leibes-hoele with Hole, is one of the 
uſual Tricks in order to ſpoil Words, and to con- 
found &yr4iz, in Engliſh, Purity, Unſchuld, with 
axpaleix, Lewdneſs, Unzucht. 


32. The Prophet Heſhea, ch. x. 11. and Fere- 
miah, ch. xxxi. 18. ſpeak of Calves, (in the Engliſh 
Tranſlation, Heifers and Bullocks :) But the Pig 
and the Ape were never in the Dictionary of our 
Poetry. I take them to be Inventions made to 
raiſe a Laugh againſt honeſt People. 


33. I know not, if among the thouſands of Perſons 
who bear our Name, and among the many others 
who love it, ſome or other have uſed that Appel- 
lation, F which ſounds ridiculous in Engliſb, tho? 
not in Greek, Bohemian, nor German. TI neither 
would uſe ſuch Words, nor really believe that any 
but a Child has ever uſed them, on that Occaſion. 
God is called in our eaſterly Hymns, (I mean thoſe 
not made by Moravians) not only Vatergen, Mut- 
terlein, little Father, little Mother, but alſo in 
ſome, Goettlein, little God. 

Suppoſing ſuch a Word as Pappa had once 
been uſed, addreſſing the heavenly Father, in a 
Verſe made for Children; is it not much the ſame 
as the Syriac or Chaldaic Word, Abba, which the 


* 1 will fay unto God, My Rock, why haft thou forgotten me & 
Pſal. xlii. g. 


+ The Word Papagen to God, in bleſſing a dying Perſon. 
Holy 
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Holy Spirit himſelf cries in our Hearts ? And that 
other affectionate Phraſe ſo familiar to Children, 
Mamma (uduun in Greek is a Grand or venerable 
Mother) were it any Thing wicked for them to 
apply it to another divine Perſon ? 

Is not rd «pic, fo frequent in the New Teſtament, 
always a Diminutive, /ittle Lamb? 


34. The Saviour was never called Mutter (Mo- 
ther) by the Brethren. But it is Lutheran Divinity, 
that He is ſo, and Father too; and is not to be 
contradicted. 


35. The Birds in the Croſs's Air, are very re- 
nowned throughout the Bible. Perhaps the ſame our 
Saviour ſpeaks of, when he tells us, that where the 
Corpſe is, there will aſſemble the Birds,* Matt. xxiv. 
28. But as I deſired my Brethren to drop that 
Expreſſion, becauſe it gave Offence, they were ſo 
good as to comply with my Deſire. 


36. Speaking by Proſopopoeia to Angels, Saints, 
Devils, and inanimate Things, is German Church- 
Poetry. 

37. Tho” this had no Aﬀinity to Image Wor- 
ſhip, tho' Nobody reverenced all theſe Objects, 
nevertheleſs, Occaſion ſerving, I muſt ſpeak ſome- 
thing of Images and Worſhip. At this Time 
Idolatry is of a verv different Kind. An Author, 
who admires and offers Incenſe to his own Wit, 1s 
an Idolater of a far worſe Kind, than that Simpleton 
who reveres the Repreſentation of God manifeſted 
in Fleſh. The firit adores that naſty Beaſt of 
Selfiſhneſs ; and therefore, inſtead of ridiculing the 


* « Let it appear ave are (o, for here is the Boch, (ſays Bp. 
Andrews, expounding it of our Saviour, Serm. 10. on the 
Nativ.) | 

Sim- 
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BS 
Simplicity of the other, let ſuch a wild Iconoclaſt 
read Habakuk i. 16. and become rather ſenſible of 
his own Impiety. 


38. I always think as to thoſe, who expoſed the 
Lutheran Way of ſinging, uſed for ſo many Cen- 
turics, to the Eyes of the preſent Offspring of 
Noah's wicked Boy, who was turned out of his 
Father's Houſe for his falſe Wit; I fay, I am ſure 
that all that Sort of People who occaſioned Re- 
flections on that adorable Body of our deareſt Saviour, 
only to fatisfy their ill Nature and Fury againſt the 
Epiſcopal Church of the Brethren, and by abſolute- 
ly ruining it's Character to get rid of it; it would 
have been better for them, to have been drowned, . 
before they did ſo, 


39. The Style of a German Hymn-Book, how ve- 
nerable ſoever the Quarter be from whence it comes, 
is ſo very peculiar to itſelf, as to be abſolutely un- 
fit to be laid before the Engl/h World. Not only 
ſome Paſſages in theſe Hymns would render them 
obnoxious to the Cenſure of thoſe who are unac- 
quainted with that Idiom, but, as the preſent Way 
of teaching in England differs ſo vaſtly from that of 
Luther, (which my Engl;þ Brethren tell me, was 
the old Engliſh Way too ſo it would be unhand- 
ſome not to alter the Moravian Style conſiderably, 
in order to inſinuate Moravian Truth, And this 
altering of the Stile has been one of my Endeavours 
in England theſe ſeven Years; for I always bluſhed 
at ſome Tranſlations made from the German Hymns 
and Sermons; about that therefore I have little 
more to ſay to Engliſh Opponents, but © Learners 
* muſt not be too much diſcouraged and alarmed. 


+ With a Mill-ſtone about their Neck, is our Saviour's Ex- 
prellion. 
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If a Divine of Sigſan, or Luſatian Congregations 
tells you, that the Stile of our Hymns is not the 
ſome with the common Lutheran Way of ſinging in 
their Frovinces, He would not fail to ſhew himſclf 
a 3 nave. 

{ pur Yclterday into the Hands of a Friend a 
Collection of German Hymns, where got one of ours 
1s to be found, I collected it out of a Lutheran 
Church-Hymn Book of the firſt Rate, not only in 
order to convince him of the Truth of my Aſ— 
ſertion, bur alſo to make him acquainted with thoſe 


Principles. 
I divided the Book into ſix Parts, 


(1) Principles. 

(2 Genius; of two different Kinds. 

(3) Naivities, or Livelineſſes. 

(4) Poetry. 

(5) Foreign and mixed Songs. 

(6) Miſtakes and Nonſenſe, perhaps Errors, 
which tho' turned out of the Pulpit, are to- 
lerated and continued in the Chorus. 


I could fairly, in the Judgment of every Man, 
lay before the Reader a Specimen of what I ſpeak 
of : But the Scorn and Raillery which would come 
upon the Lutheran Sanctuaries, will perhaps hinder 
me from ever clearing myſelf of certain Charges 
by a Method which would render common Matters 
of Faith the Sport of wicked People of all Ranks. 
Let my Antagoniſts therein have the laſt Word. 

The Brethren's Church is a Motherly Siſter to 
them all, who will not only give up her Phraſes, 
(fave but her Faith) but burn her own Fingers, 
rather than that the Face of her younger Siſter 
ſhould be burar. 

40. I will tell you my Mind about the Saints: 
Their Adoration, [Reverencing of them, ] in the 


old oriental Way, has nothing erroncous. 
The 
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The Adoration of the Saints in the Way of 
Pagan Deification, has never been the Doctrine of 
the Roman Church. 

The Reality of that groſs Miſtake, happened to 
be greater in ſome of the Cree Churches, than in 
the Latin. 

The Invocation, in the ſame Manner as we deſire 
of a Biſhop, tho' a ſinful Man, to be bleſſed by 
him, ſeems very unnaturally to be diſputed to the 
Saints in Heaven. 

Why ſhould not a faithful Biſhop of London be 
a more powerful Protector of his Church, when in 
the Saviour's Company, than in the Time of his 
preſent Converſation, be it ever ſo holy? 

When it is ſaid, that the Sins of the People are 
ſuch, that if the three Men ſhould intreat the Lord, 
he would not pardon them; what is that but to 
ſay, that if the Sins were not ſo great, they would 
be heard ? 

So the renowned Text of Abraham, who is ſaid 
to know nothing of his People, ſays no more, than 
that Abraham 1s in a Deſpondency about them, and 
having nothing to ſay in their Behalf, and being 
ſpent with ulſclels interceſſion, had renounced them 
at that Time. 

It you think, however, that I was for introducing 
a Litany to the Saints; you are miſtaken. 

But why not, alter all that Apology ? 

I will tell you: Our Saviour incourages not very 
much the Yeneration of the Saints, 

A good Woman ſaid of his bleſſed Mother, con- 
formable to the Words of Gabriel and of herſelf : 
„ Bicſſed be the Womb that bare thee, and the 
Paps that thou haſt ſucked.” But he anſwers her 
very coolly, and almoſt queſtioning the Matter. 
At another Time he declared his Diſciples and 
other of their Kind to be his Mothers, and Siſters, 
and Brothers, 
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And as for the Invocation ; when we are ſo pe- 
remptorily recommended to, and accepted by His 
Father, nurſed daily by the Holy Ghoſt, and ne- 
ver forſaken by himſelf ; becauſe he has almoſt 
ſworn, that he will not forſake us, Heb. xiii. ſurely 
He will not. 

I would have conſidered the ſimple Invocation of 
a Saint of one's Acquaintance, as a Rapture of a 
Heart poor in Spirit, humbled, or broken. 

Nevertheleſs, tho' I would have the heſt Con- 
ſtruction put upon ſuch a Deed in abſtrafo, (yea en- 
courage it in regard to thoſe, who are with us upon 
the Way, becauſe it promotes Chriſtian Unity ;) I 
muſt neceſſarily diſcourage it in reſpect to the per- 
fected Ones: And I mult do ſo becaule they, being 
perfect, may claſh with our only good One; which 
cannot be the Caſe with us poor Sinners, with any 
Appearance of Reaſon. 


41. The Authors of ſome of cur Hymns were very 
ſerious when they wrote them, and their Meaning 
was ſometimes much approved of by me; but as 
their Stile was not for every Country, ſo fearing, if 
I approved of them, and permitted them to be put 
into one of our acknowledged Hymn-Books, it 
would then give Occaſion not only for the Dutch, 
Engliſh and French People to tranſlate them, but 
alſo for the Livoni:ns, Iſtbonians, and the Vandals, 
and our different ſavage Languages to do the ſame, 
and thereby heighten the Oddnels of the Expreſſions 
I torbad the compiling of a Hymn-Book of the 
Brethren abſolutely, till we were better acquainted 
with foreign Idioms. 

In the mean Time I myſclf cauſed a little Eſſay 
for a Hymn-Book to be printed,* which could 
ſerve my People for a Sketch, how I would myſelt 


Hirten: lieder. Germantown, by Sauer, 1741. 
treat 
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treat that Matter for the future. But two Years 
ago, when I had finiſhed. my Courſe thro* the Prin- 
ciples of the Engliſb Divinity and its Expreſſion ; 
(and I ſtudied the Weſtern Diction under two great 
Maſters) Then I cauſed the Copy of a compleat 
Hymn-Book of our Church to be laid before the Com- 
miſſioners appointed by the General Synod, in order 
to have it rejected or approved. And as that muſt 
have been the firſt Hymn-Book of the Brethren 
ſince 1570; ſo I wonder how it is poſſible for any 
one to produce Songs, taken out of the Moravian 
Cantional, and lay them before the World, in order 
to prove the Unſoundnels and Abſurdity of the 
preſent Moravian Singing, being ſo well aſſured 
that no Book of that Kind acknowledged by the 
Moravians, and authoriſed by their Synod, ever ex- 


iſted in our Times. 


42. That the holy Wounds of Jeſus conſecrate the 
Chriſtian for the chaſte Performance of the conjugal 
Duty, as well as for all other Actions, is a primi- 
tive Thought of [2na!1us. 

The Prayer, upon which the Adverſaries reflect, 
is ſaid to have been compoſed by an honeſt Peaſant, 
who was very ſerious when he made it “. 


43. As I cannot help ſuppoſing, that all what is ſaid, 
and conſequently lyed, relating to the Matrimonial 
Matters of the Moravians, has been faid or lied, in 
order to prove, not that we are holy Fanaticks, but 
lewd Hypocrites; 

So my Anſwer to that Article, is a flat Denial. 

The Matrimonial Matters of the ſettled Mora- 
vians (for our united Brethren, the World over, 
never had any Regulations from us about Matri- 
mony) were irom the Beginning calculated for a 


® It would have been as well, if it had not been printed; 
but then ſomebody elſe might have handed it about privately, 

and made it much worſe, and built ſad Stuff upon it. | 
real 
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real Chaſtity, an exact Decency and Privacy, an 
honeſt Liberty, a noble Behaviour, reciprocal Re- 
ſpect to the Parties, and an unalterable conjugal 
Harmony | 

The wiſeſt, tho* ſometimes miſapplied, Policy of 
every Chriſtian Nation, has been excelled, tho? never 
refined upon, but perhaps applied by the Moravians 
with more Prudence and Opportunity. 

The Streiter- Eben; the inward Degrees of Per- 
fection; the Worſhip ; the Sanction of the Act by 
the Preſence of Church-Elders; the confirming * 
of Matrimonies already conſummated, in order to 
render them more perfect; theſe are all downright 
Lies with reſpect to thoſe Moravians whom I 
know. 


44. As we are now about Matrimony, I will 
ſpeak ſome few Words on that Topic. 

Matrimony is the higheſt of all human Stations, 
the Fountain-head of all Degrees and of all Orders 
whatſoever among Men. 

The firſt Man was the firſt King; the firſt 
Woman was his Queen, and all the Earth beſides 
was ſubject to them. 

Our Saviour has not leſſen'd the Honour of Ma- 
trimony, to be ſure: however, one muſt be very 
cautious, how to mix his thrice-ſacred Perſon with 
the external Part of that noble Corporation. 


45. Our Saviour became One J eb with us, in 
order to make us one Spirit with him. 

He himſelf, that true and only Life of ours, 
became the Example of his Brethren in all Manner 
of good Deeds, which become a private Man, and 
even condeſcended in fact to Handicraft ; but never 
I am order'd to promiſe fifty Pound Reward to any body, 
who can prove, that any Marriage has been made woid, in the 
common Senſe of the Word, by Officers belonging to any 
Tropus among the Unitas Fratram, upon any Account what- 
ſoever. J. Hur rex. 
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meddled with Government, (for our Saviour in his 
Converſation never taught his Diſciples Prudentiam 
regendi, but that of obeying Superiors.) That was 
alſo his Caſe about Marriage; He never married. 
So no married Couple can preſume to learn ſuch 
an Act formally by Him, tho' ever ſo decent and 
holy, tho' the Act of begetting Children is the 
nobleſt of all Effects which can be performed by 
mortal Men; and therefore, ought not to fill their 
Imagination with impoſſible Matters 

Matrimony, as it is, is not fit for an angelick 
State, much leſs for that of the Aſſembly of the 
Rightcous made perfect. 


46. The matrimonial Cuſtoms ſome of the Mo- 
ravian Church retain, “ are, as it is already ſaid in 
the Rationale, ſomewhat odd ; not becauſe they are 
in themſelves againſt the Law or the good Manners 
of any Nation; for they are ſtrictly the ſame as 
Cuſtom has introduced them in all the civiliſed Na- 
tions of the World, and in ſome Caſes, ordered by 
Law; they are in fome Meaſure much more calcu- 
lated for Chaſtity, Modeſty, Decency, Convenience, 
Bed-Chamber-Privacy, (nor are they committed to 
the Elders as ſuch, but to Elders ſworn, as it were, 
to thoſe Matters, as are in the W orld the Men — and 
Women- Midwives) than in any other Nation : But 

Mr. Hutton had written a particular Diſſertation of the 
Marriage. Bed. All what had been Jaid to the Charge of the 
Germans, which the E in Union with them are entirely ig- 
norant of, was taken Notice of there. 

But when the Ordinary of the Brethren ſaw that Treatiſe, he 
declared poſitively, that he would not have thole Pearls thrown 
before the Swine ; that all what could be of any Ule to the 
reaſonable Public, would be ſaid by himſelf. | 

That if ſuch weighty Matters ſhould be more uſeful, it muſt 


be then, when the Syſtem ſpoken of appeared; that how- 
ever, it mult be done by arguing, not painting. 

In ſhort, he would not have that Matter treated of any 
more, in his Books at leaſt; and as this is his own Performance, 
lo we were obliged to conform ourſelves to his Sentiment. 
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they are odd, becauſe they are uſed or renewed in 
order to prevent Miſchiets in the Tye of Marriages ; 
when others commonly ſerve only to invalidate them. 

What is ſaid here, is the ſame they have proved 
to be Fact, when called upon by the proper Perſons, 
and before the Commiſſioners of the Princes, who 
examined thoſe Matters. 


47. As for the daily Worſhip of the married pitch'd 
upon: The bringing it in, in that Senſe, is a moſt 
nonſenſical Scandal ; 

The daily Worſhip ſpoken of, being notoriouſly 
no other but what every Man, being the Priett 
of his own Houſe, performs with his own Family- 
Congregation, (it in the Preſence of Elders, it muſt 
be by mere Accident, but) before and with his 
Children and Servants. 

That is the true and only Interpretation to be 
given to the Place alledged. 

Ir is very true that our married People worſhip 
one another's Soul and Body; but making the twax, 
of which S. Paul ſpeaks ſo plainly and ſo reſpect- 
fully, a daily Worſhip of the Moravians, is mur- 
dering common Senſc. 

48. The Stanza's mentioned in Mr. Gambold's Pre- 
face to the Peremtory bedenken of Anno 1731, as 
never ſeen by me, tho' charged on me; were truly ſuch 
as J had never ſeen; and in order to render that Aſ- 
ſertion ſtill more intelligible, let me add to it, that I 
ſaw in the very controverſial Books publiſhed in Exg- 
land, Songs and Verſes confidently charged on me, 
which I ſaw hen the firſt Time in my Lite. 


49. Hundreds of Verſes, as I hear, were uſed by 


@ certain Set of People * (whom ] tolcrated neither 
more 


® There was a Set of People at one time among us, who 
wrote Verſes in ſuch a Strain, as if they had been in Heaven 
already, before all that was human and ſinſul was done away 


and rectified ; and ſuppoſed the Ordinary was not advanced far 
enough 
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more nor leſs than I am tolerated by others who are 
not of my Mind) in Publick or in Private, which I 
never ſaw nor can poſſibly have ſeen, tho* I ſome- 
times have heard of them. The Authors would have 
burnt them (if there had been no other Way) to 
keep them from my Eyes, 


50. As the Synod nor I never could nor would 
permit a publick Hymn-book to be printed or uſed 
till 1752. ſo were many Hymns uſed by ſome, which 
I neither did compoſe nor approve, yea, which 1 
diſapproved. 

Had I prevented their being uſed, I ſhould have, 
in my Opinion, done more laſting Hurt than real 
Good thereby ; and therefore, I did not ſo much as 
endeavour it, becauſe I was ſure, I ſhould be able 
to ſet all Matters right in due Time, preſerve the 
Wheat, and gather up the Tares. + 


51. The Teachers among us muſt take Heed how 
they ſpeak in Public, in order to kcep ſtrictly (even 
in reſpect of Diction, Illuſtrations, c.) to that truly 
venerable Univerſality of Chriſt, his Apoſtles, and 
the Fathers of that Century. 

They would be cenſured by us, if they did other- 
wiſe. I for my own Part forbear to alledge in the 
Pulpit any Text, which a Man of Senſe, proving 
himſelf to be ſuch, can contradict. They ſpeak 
naturally and familiarly upon other Matters in their 


Heights and Depths; and who had the moſt extravagant Ex- 
preſſions at their Tongue's End. I ſhall not enter into more Par- 
ticulars about People, who are come to ſober Seriouſneſs, and are 
not proud of their heretical Faults any longer, but are become 
as amiable and lovely, as true Repentance makes every Man; 
and, I might add, gives him an additional Luſtre. 

+ Nay and get ares (if I may fo ſay) as much more valuable 
than the Wheat, as repenting Sinners bring more Joy to God 
than ninety-nine juſt Perſons who need no Repentance. 
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no in the heavenly Life, to be able to comprehend their 
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private Meetings; but it muſt be always agreeable 
to their Pulpit Tenets, and never contradictory. 


52. Our Teachers ſhould be very glad, if they 
could tnake themſelves underſtood * by every body, 
which muſt be always the Drift of ſpeaking and 


writing to People. Si non vis intelligi, non debes legi. 


53. The Brethren muſt take Care, that their In- 
terpretation given of Scripture be never contrary to 
common Senſe : becauſe Bible-Divinity is the right 
Reaſon. 


54. A Brother, as ſoon as he perceives that a 
Phraſe, under Pretence to explain Matters, embar- 
raſſes them, or is likely to countenance an Error 
then it is to be believed, if he can have another, he 
will not uſe that. 

A Brother will ſhun theſe Words: Seiten: 
hoele, Ehebett, rthele ſeven Years, as delightful 
as they were to us in reference to Ja. li. and the 
Canticles. He will alſo ſeldom name our Saviour the 
Son of God. 

Why? becauſe the former, having been ſo ſadly 
miſrepreſented, mult not be uſed in Defiance; which 
would trifle away the Bleſſing, and give a Handle 
to heighten the Metaphora, and to leſſen the Mean- 
ing. | 

And becauſe the latter, poſt motas Lites, cannot be 
ſo ſecurely uſed as before. The Equivocation is ma- 
nifett: as every Chriſtian is a Son of God, fo it 
makes the Perſon ſo called par Excellence, perhaps the 
firſt of Men, or rather an Amphibion of God and 
Man, which is a groſs Miſtake. I he Son of God is 
a theofophical Expreſſion ; but Jeſus Chriſt, the God 

ver all, is ſimple Divinity. 


* His Books were never deſigned for thoſe, to whom any 
thing therein is ovicure, 
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55. The Brethren, when called upon to anſwer by 
proper Perſons, never refuſed it. * | 

We give no body vile Names for being our Ad- 
verſaries. | 

We never beſtow the Title of Libels on Books 
ſupported by any Proofs but ſuch as are libellous, or 
by Affidavits of Outlaws, which were never pro- 
duced in Court till the Parties againſt whom they 
were made were abſent. 


56. The Brethren may not know half ſo much, 
as their Fellow-Chriftians. Why? Becauſe they 
are of a living Body, which cannot turn the Book, 
until it gets Permiſſion for it; which cannot read 
without Eye-Salve ; which cannot underſtand, if the 
Meaning 1s not explained to them ; which cannot 
hear nor perceive, if the Ear and Heart is not opened. 
And nothing of all that, is in the Power of any of 
their Teachers or Biſhops to give them. 

A Layman may know Things, of which a Biſhop 
knows nothing, 

But if he preaches it, before the Biſhop gives 
Leave, he is either boaſting without Cauſe, or that 


Spirit of Prophecy, not being ſubje& to the Pro- 


phet, will not be believed by any adviſed Body. 


* Tf the Brethren ever denied what had indeed been in er- 
plicit Terms ſet forth and really written in their Writings, that would 
have been downright Lying ; a Sin as idle as wicked, becauſe 
their denying of Tenets which were actually known to be theirs, 
tho' but by a few People, would be a ſure Way to make all Men 
their Enemies ſoon. 

But it is on the other Side monſtrous, to ſearch, among a 
thouſand explicit Confeſſions of Truths dearer to them than their 
own Life, for twenty-five obſcure Paſſages liable to Miſrepreſen- 
tation. The inſiſting upon which Paragraphs, Words, Phraſes, 
only in order to maintain and prove one's ſelf perfect in all 
Words, i. e. infallible, would be Folly in us, tho' it is the com- 
mon Caſe with all thoſe learned Ridiculers and pretended Abo- 
minators of Infallibility. Truly a Moravian Brother is not Fa- 
natic enough, to diſturb the Church for a Word more or leſs. 
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57. A Brother may err, becauſe he is a Man, but 
he cannot well become a Heretic ; 
(1.) Becauſe he is never delighted in Errors. 
' (2.) Becauſe he never delivers, what he has not 
regular Leave to tell. 
(3.) Becauſe he is never oppoſed haughtily, non- 
ſenſically, or by falſe Allegations. 
(4.) Becauſe knowing more than his Brethren, is 
a Thing which makes none of us rejoice, but 
tremble, 


68, If one of our Labourers has ſaid, When any 
one gives himſelf to meditate on the Bible, it is a ſure 


Sign he never had a Spark of Grace in his Heart; he 


ought to have been accuſed to his own Congrega- 
tion for a Dealer in nonſenſical Witticiſm, or unbe- 
coming Myſticiſm, and, if found guilty of ſuch like 
Expreſſions, forbid preaching. 


59. Blaſphemies uttered againſt the Bible are, in 
the Mouth of a very Unbeliever, of the unfaireſt 
and worſt Kind of ill-natured Stuff. It ought to 
be puniſhed in the Mouth of a Coxcomb, and be 
pitied from the Mouth of a melancholic Fool. 


60. I truly believe that there were Perſons among 
us, who ſaid (tho* not boaſted) that they read the 
Bible now the firſt Time in their Lives. 


61. The /elling a Bible, or giving it away, may be 
good or bad, according as it 1s done. 


62. I believe really, that Incenſe was burnt for St. 
Paul. 


It has never been burnt for Me, but for our In- 


ternuncius to the Greek Church in 1740, and, I hope, 


it was meant as no Idolatry, but Civility, * 
I have 


* As the Perfume in Lutheran and Moravian Churches is uſed 
to diffipate and correct the bad Air, occaſion'd by the Croud 


of People, it may not be ſo well underſtood in Countries where 
Churches 


E 
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63. I have from my Infancy ſeen, in my Country, 
and the neighbouring one, Decorations of Altars with 
Wax-Tapers and Croſſes upon them uſed in. Lutheran 
Aſſemblies. 

J never introduced ſuch Ceremonies, but ſuffered 
them in my Territory. 

The Brethren's Chapel is to be ſeen every Sunday. 

My domeſtic Chapel is very plain; no Image is 
to be ſeen there, nor ſuch Decorations. 

Moreover, there is hitherto not ſo much as a 
Communion-Table, nor a Font, both being always 
prepared only when Occalion offers. 


64. I never affirm'd that my Brethren are the holy 
Angels, coming with the Saviour in his Glory. But 
that ſome of them will be among thoſe Saints, who 
accempamy our Saviour to his Judgment: Who 
will-deny that? not I. 

65. I hope thoſe of our Brethren who were Jews, will 
be of the 144,000 mentioned in the firſt Verſe of the 
14th Chapter of Revelations, but no others, moſt 
probably. I was not the Author of that Hymn. 
Though the Words themſelves were very humble, 
Unter euch bin ich zu bloede, unwerth, obne wi- 
derrede, &c. What Oſtentation is there to be ſeen ? “ 


Churches are ſeldom ſo crouded, or ſpacious enough to contain 
Multitudes without Inconvenience. In Gentlemen's Houſes it 
is done to air a large Room where there is no Fire. And where 
J have travelled in many Parts of Germany, it is frequently uſed 
in the commoneſt Inns, eſpecially in thoſe Parts where the Or- 
dinary was born and bred ; and is one of the ſlyeſt Accuſations 
to found ſomething idolatrous upon againſt a German, that J 
have met with, 

Mr. Ah. is the firſt Man who publiſhed it, the Author of the 
Morawians compared, &c. the firit who found a Parallel to it 
in Pagan and Gnoſtic Idolatry. Let no body in 1755 preſume 
to claim the Honour of the Accuſation and Parallel, theſe two 
Gentlemen claim it. 

* Whoever reads the Hymn indeed, cannot ſay with Ho- 
nelly that he finds the Herrnhuthers called the hundred and 
forty-four thouſand, But their Accuſer is a protected Man. 
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66. I expect not to be judged at the laſt Day, be- 
cauſe T live in the Faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himſelf for me. 

Paul ſays, if we judge ourſelves, we ſhall not 
&< be judged.” 

He ſays farther, His Brethren ſhall “ judge the 
Angels,” and rebukes them, for not being able to 
judge one another. 

But all what I believe about that, is only in 
Obedience to the Word of Jeſus, whoſoever believes 
in me, ſhall not be judged, à xpiverai, Joh. iii. 18. 


67. I never ſaid, that one Soul of the Micted 
coill be ſaved in the Day of Judgment. 

The /J/icked will then depart into everlaſting Pu- 
nſhment ; and the Devils will not then be ſaved, 
when the wicked are bid to dwell with them. 


68. But what's all this Noiſe about the Jaft 
Day ? 

A venerable Brother, has, it ſeems, been abuſed 
for reminding his Flock of thoſe private Days of 
Judgment, which Jonah in Nineve prevented ; 
which our Saviour threatens perverſe Nations po- 
ſitively with; and which Alexandria, Jeruſalem, 
Conſtantineple, Veneta on the Baltic, Plurs in Swit- 
zerland, and a hundred more, are ſad Monuments 
of. My Lord performed the Duty of a Chriſtian, 
a Man of Honour, and a Biſhop. 

I will not now account for the laſt Day, or be 
bid to expatiate upon the Univerſal Judgment. Let 
us, my Brethren and Friends, take Care that we 
may not Mare in any particular Deſtruction. 


69. F Will ſay no more; there is no right fats 
Coriroverfie to be had; and the Parallel- 


makers will not help us to any. 


70. For 
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70. For, conſidering what Abundance of crude 
Things have been uttered in a Courſe of eighteen 
Centuries, is it any Wonder, that whoſoever will 
take the Trouble, may, in one Heretic or other, 
light upon a Paſlage reſembling in Appearance an- 
other Paſſage in a very orthodox Book ? Eſpecially 
if we call to Mind, that the Hereticks borrowed 
moſt of their Hints from orthodox Writers, only 


wreſting them afterward to their own Purpoſes. 
Such a Kind of Syllogiſm: 


Thou teacheſt, that there is One only Cod: 
But this the Jew alſo teaches, 
Or, this the Socinian teaches too, 
Or, this ſeems likewiſe to be the Opinion of 
Cicero in his De Natura Deorum : 
Exco, Thou art a Few, Socinian, and Heathen — 
Has been often uſed before now : But in our Days, 


the thinking World have pretty unanimouſly explo- 
ded that Way of Argument, 


71. Buttodeſcend more to Particulars : Is it poſſible 
for us to know, what is expected of us to defend 
as Truth, or ſhun as Error, until ſome Divine (it ſuch 
as were not at all mingled in the Broil, would do it, it 
might be beſt) will pleaſe to give us firſt a direct 
and categorical Anſwer, and ſuch as exhibits the 
Senſe of their Church, to the following Queſtions, 
that are of Importance in Chriſtian Divinity ? 


Is it we, or 1s it the Divines themſelves that quar- 
rel with us, who have found out fo many various 
Readings, and ſo many Dubia vexata in the Scrip- 
tures, which they afterwards could not ſo com- 
pleatly give a Solution of? Why then do they 
reſt the divine Signature and Pre eminence ot the 
Scripture upon the Nicety of the Expreſſions, 
the minute Harmony of the Narrations, the 
Style, the Chronological, Math<matical, and 

Aſtro- 
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Aſtronomical Side of the Matter, and the logical 
Chain of Argument ? 


Is it not better, that the Brethrens Church at leaſt, 
(and perhaps many Millions beſides of Peaſants, 
Handicrafts-Men, Women, and ſome Students 
too that are but middling Genius's) ſingly ſeek 
God their Saviour in the Scripture, and keep 
and weigh in their Hearts what they find con- 
cerning Him? Will they not by this Method, 
certainly experience the divine Character of the 
Bible, even with regard to all thoſe other Paſ- 
ſages by Degrees, which the Holy Spirit will 
clear up to them ? 


Can ſuch Perſons, when aſked what the Bible is? 
give a better Anſwer, than, It is that, which 
« was written for my Inſtruction, that I might 
„ innumerable Times comfort and revive myſelf 
* with thoſe beautiful Doctrines and Examples; 
ſince I may confidently expect from my 
good God every good Thing that I there 


e read of?“ 


May we not many Times with great Safety define 
negatively, that a Place of Scripture cannot mean 
ſo or ſo, even when we are not able to ſay po- 
ſitively what is the Meaning? 


Is it true, or not, that the Lord Jeſus is that 
Deity which the Nations feel after, and ignorant- 
ly worſhip ; and his Name that tremendous-one, 
before which every Knee muſt bow, of Things in 
Heaven, on Earth, and under the Earth ? 


Is not He the very Cauſe of Cauſes, and therefore by 
all Chriſtendom alledged as the Ground of all 
their Petitions ? | 


Is it not moreover in itſelf a weak Way of Think- 


ing, granting that the Father were to have ſome 
Pre- 


1 


E 


Prerogative before the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, 
to ſuppoſe, that this muſt neceſſarily conſiſt in 
his being the Workman of this Univerſe? * 


Is not, on the other Hand, the Father infinitely 

more honour'd by this Confeſſion: That the 
Maker of all Things, the Sire of Time and 
Eternity, was begotten out of his paternal Boſom, 
and that the Holy Ghoſt proceedeth from him? 


From the Beginning of the World till now, has 
the Father ever been worſhipped in a; more 
majeſtic Manner, than He is in that Allocution 
of the Brethren's Church in her Liturgy : 


Heiliger Vater Gott, O Holy Father God! 

Des.Gotts der Zebaoth, Of th* God of Sabaoth, 

(Der auch aller Welt Gott) (The whole World's God 
avow'd) 

Und ſeiner Chriſten Gott! And of | his Chriſtians, 
God! 


In the whole Chriſtian Church, is any higher or 
more reſpectful Declaration towards the Father to 
be met with? 


When Men make an Arrangement of the Perſons 
in the divine Eſſence, with the leaſt Intention, by 
ſuch firſt, ſecond, 1hird, to eſtabliſh any real Pre- 


cedence 


Alſo when they arbitrarily aſcribe ſome Work or 
Operation to one Perſon ſeparate from the others, 
with an Imagination, that this Perſon ſhall hereby 
be rendered ſuperior to ſome other in the ſame 
Eſſence: Is not this downright Hereſy ? 


Is it an entirely correct Way of ſpeaking, to ſay, 
] believe in God the Father, who made me; 
* in God the Son, who redeemed me; in God 
„ the Holy Ghoſt, who ſanctifieth me.“ “ 
* It is truly againſt the Firſt Article of the 4. Con- 
ſeſſion, and the Athanafian Creed. * 
F Would 
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Would it not be more orthodox, barely to expreſs 
it thus? “I believe in God the Father, Son and 
6 Holy Ghoſt, my Creator, Redeemer, and 
4 Sanctifier ?* 


Might not the Father be as well ſtiled, in this 
Senſe, Redeemer and Sanctifier, as Creator; 
and is He not ſo ſtiled in the New Teſtament ?} 


And by the ſame Rule that he is ſaid to have 
created all Things By JESUS CHRIST, might He 
not be ſaid equally to be the Redeemer of all 
Things by the ſame? 

Will therefore our Saviour not be our Redeemer 
va Ao? 

Does not ſacred Writ expreſly attribute to the 
Holy Ghoſt likewiſe, both the Work of Creation 


and Reconciliation? 


On Account of the former, has He not been 
called by the Primitive Church Spiritus Creator. 


But as ſoon as Holy Scripture will expreſs the 
Matter centrally and compendiouſly, is it not 
poſitively ſaid of Chriſt, Thou, Lord, in the Be- 
ginning baſt laid the Foundation of the Earth? 


And is not the ſame ſaid to be our Maker, who is 
the Huſband of Souls? And the Son of Man, is 
He not aſſerted to be the Everlaſting Father, the 
Father of Ages and Worlds ? 


In ſhort : Is not Jeſus Chriſt the proper and direct 
Makgr of all Heavens, and of all Things that 
exiſt, viſible and inviſible ? 

Has n9t the ſame Jeſus Chriſt afterwards redeemed 
us from Sin with his own Blood ? 


Did he not alſo ſacrifice himſelf for our Sakes, to 
the End that we might be ſentiified through the 
Truth? | 


Is 
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Is the Notion of, Gd of God, Light of Light, &c. 
(yet ſo truly coeternal, that it was added, non 
erat, ubi non erat) a bare Invention of ours? or 
whence is that Language derived ? 


Is it true or not, that every Chriſtian, ſo called, 
let him know, talk, and, in his Way, believe 
ever ſo much concerning God, is, ſo long as he 
has not yet learnt to call Jeſus the Fehovah, ac- 
counted by the Holy Spirit not only for a Deiſt 
or Unitarian, (which is at preſent a very faſhion- 
able Name, tho? it will alſo ſuit a Turt) but for 
a downright Atheiſt ? 


Would not our Saviour's Word bear us out, if we 
ſhould ſay, that the Holy Ghoſt taketh of his 
(Chriſt's) whatſoever he imparts to us; and that 
all the Connexion the Holy Trinity vouchſafes to 
have with our Hearts, is an Oeconomy conde- 
ſcended to out of Love and Regard to the Son ? 


Is it true or not, that the Holy Gholt preaches of 
nothing to the World, but 7e/us ; that the Sin 
He reproves the World for, is the Not-believing 
on Him? | 

Is it true, that the firſt Part of the Father's Com- 
mandment (or firſt Table of his Law) is purely 
this, that we believe in the Name of His Sen? And 
that all the Worſhip that is paid the Son, is, in 
the Reſult, to the Glory of God the Father ? 


Do not all the Old-Teſtament Books treat of Him? 
For has any Patriarch in old Times underſtood a 
diſtinct divine Perſon, by the Word Spirit of 
God? 

Could the Promulgation of One who was 71is 
Father, or could the Knowledge of his Spirit, in 
the Nature of Things, poſſibly precede the Ma- 
nifeſtation of God in the Fleſh ? 
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Would not any Man, who had been the Bringer 
of ſuch News, rather have been treated hen as 
an Impoftor ? | 


(So they would have urged Ja. xlv. 4. &c. in thoſe 
Times.) 


Is not Jeſus Chriſt the only demonſtrable Object 
and Subject of the Old Teſtament ? (Divines cer- 
tainly are always at Liberty to ſeek and find 
Traces of a Trinity even in the Old Teſtament, 
but they will hardly be able to convince Fews, 
Deiſts and Unitarians therewith ) 


Does not the Scripture indeed plainly ſay, that the 
Son, who is in the Boſom of the Father, hath 
alone declared a Trinity ? 


Does not our Saviour inſiſt, that He was the firſt 
who had made known his Father's Name, and 
that as a ſpecial Myſtery for his Diſciples ? 


Does not the Lord Jefus gives this Account of 
himſelf and his heavenly Father, that he who 
ſeeth Him, may even ſay, he hath ſeen the Father : 
and does not the Holy Ghoſt reſt eſſentially upon 
Him? 

Muſt not a Man firſt come unto Jeſus, before he 
can with any Right or Succeſs make Pretenſions 
to the Father? Is any one admitted even to the 
leaſt Acquaintance with the Father of Jeſus, be- 
fore Jeſus himſelf has introduced him thereto ? 


Does not Jeſus Chriſt alone perfect all, who ſhall 
be perfected in Time and Eternity? Is He not 
both the original Author of our Lite, and con- 
tinually alſo the Life of his Creatures : our Re- 
deemer, and ſtill- progreſſive Redemption: our 
Sanctifier, and ever-continuing Sanctification? 


And it we enquire after a Reaſon, why the Sa- 
viour would not reveal his Father to the Under- 
ſtanding 
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ftanding of Mankind, till He himſelf had firſt 
got Poſſeſſion of their Heart, may not this be 
one, that He, as the Diſcerner of the Thoughts, 
knew very well, that the Light of Nature could 
not poſſibly lead the human Mind any farther 
than to its Maker, the Author of its Being: 


And therefore if a Man, who had not yet been 
admitted to that new Scene of Love, his Cre- 
ator's Dying for him, ſhould hear a Rumour of 
his Creator's having a Father, it would only un- 
ſeaſonably ſhock him? 


Is not the whole Pretext of adhering to the Father, 


ſo long as a Man has not yet received, nor is 
willing to receive Jeſus as his God, a vain Ima- 
gination ?* 

Can any ſenſible Man ever imagine, that Paternity, 
or the Title of Father in the Godhead, ſtirs up 
any carnal Idea? 


Can any one think of a more natural and ſuitable 
Appellation for that Divine Perſon, by whom 
we are Bern anew, than to call that Perſon our 
Mother ? 


Would it not mean-while be a moſt horrid 
Thought, to infer that the Holy Ghoſt, who 
proceeds from the Father, and therefore is in- 
evitably his near Companion and Conſort, the 
Words are ſuch as human Speech affords, and 
no Gender 13 thereby indicated) lives with him 
after ſome fleſhly Manner ? | 


Can any but a Satan put it into a rational Man's 
Head, that the Holy Spirit, becauſe He brooded 


* The Lutheran Divines of Wittenberg, being once conſulted 
about that Caſe, delivered it as their Opinion: 

That the God, whom a Man fancies himſelf poſteſied of, 

* ſeparate and out of Jeſus, is not only a Phantom of the 

* Brain, but an accurſed Dung Idol.“ 

| over 
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over the Creation to vivify it, and overſhadowed M 
the Virgin Mary to quicken that ſinleſs Child in d 
her Womb, is therefore really like a Woman, or * 
a Female among Animals? { 
And what milder Cenſure would it deſerve, ſhould J 
any one dream, that there is any Thing fleſhly 7 
in the heavenly Father's begetting, or the Holy f. 
Spirit's bearing, our inward Man? 5 
Is any Imagination, but ſuch as is diſpoſed like al 
that of a Dog or Swine, capable of mingling 1 
the now - ruling Ideas of a carnal Cohabitation, 1 
with thoſe Scripture-Expreſſions (pertaining to W 
our very Chriſtian Faith) which ſet forth Chriſt 
as the Bridegroom and future Huſband of all faith- — 
ful Souls? ro 
: As there are ſeveral Compariſons uſed in Scripture, W. 
for inſtance, the heavenly Father compared to a 
King, who makes a Wedding for his Son and ſee 
future Daughter-in-Law ; the Deſcent of the 8 
Holy Ghoſt compared to hovering Flames of Fire; bra 
the holy Body of Jeſus, compared to a common of 
Naughter'd Animal; the everlaſting Marriage of ; | 
Chriſt and his Church, compared to the bodily Ch 
Wedlock of Chriſtians : Is not, among all theſe, | 
the laſt Compariſon much the moſt honourable, Did 
and leaſt inferior ? mM: 
Nevertheleſs, is it not obvious of itſelf, that all 5 
ſuch Deſcriptions, tho* they command and pro- 05 
cure holy and reverential Thoughts in the mar- 
ried Life of Chriſtians, are not to be extended Is n 
farther than the Similitude was meant ? in 
1 ho? we dare by no Means tranſpoſe the Titles of fer 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, and call the for- Or 
mer Mother, the latter Father; a h 
Yet may we not without Abſurdity call the Sa- And 
viour Father, as He allo ſtiles us Children? Pic 


May 
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May we not moreover aſcribe motherly Functions 
to Him, ſince He compares himſelf to the Hole 
of the Pit, from whence we are digged; to a Per- 
ſon in Travel, ſurrounded with Sorrow, but who 
will ſoon no more remember the Anguiſh, for 
Joy that a Man is born into the World; to a 
Hen, gathering her Chickens under her Wings ; 
ſtiles himſelf alſo a Body (Jobn vii. 38, 39.) out 
of which the Spirit ſhould flow into all Believers, 
and of whoſe Breaſts they ſhould drink? In 
ſhort ! is not Jeſus, and will He not continue in 
Time and Eternity, All, whatever good Thing 

we can name or think of ? 


Is it not true, that the whole Fulneſs of the Tri- | 


nity dwelleth in Jeſus Chriſt Bodily, and that by 
a Compact or Decree ? | 


Wherefore do the Lutherans omit the ſo called 
ſecond Commandment in their Catechiſm ? Does 
not the proper Reaſon of the Prohibition in that 
Commandment, not to make any Likeneſs, name- 
ly becauſe as yet Mankind had really ſeen no 
Likeneſs, ceaſe at preſent, ſince now that God, 


in whom all was concentrated, has appeared vi- 
ſibly in the Fleſh ? n 


Did Paul commit any Offence againſt this Com- 
mandment, when he evidently ſet forth, and 
painted to the Life, Chriſt crucified before the 
Eyes of the People, till the ſame Features were 
formed in their very Heart? (Gal. iii. 1. iv. 19.) 


Is not the very corporal Delineation of the Saviour, 
in the ſeveral Circumſtances of his Life and Suf- 
terings, a truly edifying Thing for Chriſtians ? 
Or is one neceſſarily a better Chriſtian, for being 
a hot Iconoclaſt ? 


And ſuppoſing we indeed ſaw a Man looking at a 
Picture of this Kind with Emotion of Ts 
an 
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and preſerring; it before all 

tte deareſt Perſons to him in this World; would 

that be more ſtrange. or fantaſtic, than to have 
and value a Picture of his Friend? 


Effigies or Statues of 


Beſides, can there poſſibly, while the Soul is yet 
in the Body, be any Act of Meditation upon 
fome true and holy Matter or Object, ſuch as in 
fat has once been viſible, without ſome Degree 


of what we may call painting of it in the Mind? 


And is it not the greateſt Abſurdity in the World, 
to. condemn all Images which preſent them- 
ſelves thus inwardly thro' the imaginative Fa- 
culty ? | 


Can, when Heb, ii. 17. is attended to, our bleſſed 
Saviour be taken down too much, (as ſome are 
pleafed to phraſe it) or too mean Caſes be ſup- 
poſed of Him in his State of Humiliation, that 
A bur incident to human Nature, and not 

ſinful? 


Suppoſe, in deſcribing our Saviour's human Lite, 
even. the zÞ:dpwy had once been mentioned; is 

not that a Word which He himſelf did not diſ- 
dain to take in his Mouth, Mali. xv. 17. and 
is not the proper Effect of it, as applied here, a 
deep Senſe of Gratitude for the divine Con- 
deſcenſion to ſuch poor Clay as ours? 


Is not rather the Refining upon, and making 
ſamething merely abſtracted and 8 out of 

the Circumſtances of Chriſt's Life and Paſſion, 
an old Artifice of the Devil, having this abomi- 
nable Tendency, to aboliſh the Croſs of Chriſt 
by degrees out of the Chriſtian Syſtem ? 


Is it not alſo an impious Boldneſs, by ſuch Criti- 
ciſms, to expoſe the nobleſt Hymns, that are of 
long ftanding in the Chriſtian Church; and in 

effect to pronounce many Children of God, — 

ve 
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have reſted in Honour for whole Centuries, 
Enthuſiaſts ? 

Had not Types of the BLOOD of FESUS CHRIST, 
a thouſand Years before, a great Effect on the de- 
ſtroying Angel, on Diſeaſes, and even for the 
Conſecration of Perſons and Things ? And would 
it not be great Abſurdity, to ſuppoſe leſs of the 
Antitype, than the Type? 


Are not our ſinful Members truly mortified and 
deadened by the Body of Jeſus? And is not the 
drinking of his Blood, the Means of preſerving 
the new Man alive ? 


Are not Angels and Men to perceive the Seal of 


God on the Foreheads of the Faithful? And 


have not Children of God looked, themſelves, 
ſometimes like Angels? 


Has not the bare Touch of Jeſus and his Apoſtles 
cured People bodily ? May not the Faith and 
Gifts of one Perſon influence, and reft upon, 
another ? Were not the primitive Ordinations 
performed in this Suppoſition ? 


Is not the whole World our Saviour's Empire ? 
Is not Chriſtendom, by Right, his peculiar Poſ- 
ſeſſion and Theocracy ? 


Is not therefore every Chriſtian Society more or 
leſs happy, in Proportion as it can diſcover with- 
in it more or fewer Footſteps of the reſerved 
Rights and Exerciſe of this 'Theocracy ? 


Is not Jeſus, in Courſe, the Father and Senior of 
all the Children of God ? 


Is not the Lamb the Head of the four and twenty 
Elders round the Throne ? 


Is He not the Miniſter and Liturgus of the true 

Tabernacle under the New Teſtament ? 
Is He not the Arch-Penitentiary in His Father's 
G Audit- 
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Audlit- Chamber, in whoſe Breaſt all pardoning 
Power lies ? 

Is He not the Apoſtle of our Religion, and the 
High-prieſt of our Church ? 

Is He not the Negociator between the Father and 
us, Whenever we are to have a gracious Viſit ? 

Is it not He, who ſhall once on His Day preſent 
to the Holy Trinity the whole Church with theſe 
Words : Behold, I and the Children which Thou 
haſt given me ? 

Will not our Saviour's coming to Judgment be 
the moſt ſolemn Act or Scene that was ſeen ? 

But will there not alſo be an Advent of his 9» 
reren, after the ſame Manner, as He was ſeen 
to go into Heaven ? 

Now at his Aſcenſion was there the leaſt Noiſe or 
Solemnity remark'd by the Apoſtles ? 

Is it true, that the Lord Jeſus has not been here 
already ſince that Time ? 

Since his Aſcenſion, at leaſt four or five Appa- 
ritions of his are recorded in the Bible : Bur did 
they ever imply, or tend to, any enthuſiaſtical 
worldly Monarchy of the Saints ? 

Does any one aſſert, that by the Lam#'s Bride, the 
Moravian Church is meant, not to ſay exceptire, 
but cven emphatice ? 

Can it be ſaid of thoſe juſt and righteous ones, 


Metth, xxv. 34. that they do not come at all 
into Judgment ? 


But of Believers (whom in Matthew our Saviour 
diſtinguiſhes by the Name of His Brethren :) is 
not this ſaid? 25; x 2X No ai. 

Is He not in the meanwhile with ug all the 8 ? 


Is Je not in the Midſt of us when we are ga- 
thered together in his Name? 


Now, 


431 


Now, ſhall young Children, for Inſtance, be taught 
to think and ſpeak metaphyſically of Him, and 
his Relation to us; or rather childlikely and fa- 
miliarly ? | 

Is there any thing fooliſh or enthuſiaſtical in it, 
if they were to invoke the Saviour's Aſſiliance in 


| every even the ſmalleſt Thing, which they are 


doing in Obedience ? 


Is it not on the other Hand certain, that every 
Thing preſcribed a Child by it's Parents and Go- 
vernors, and every Thing which any Chriſtian 
Man does in general, muſt bear to be conferred 
about with our Saviour, or elſe it is Sin, and not 
of Faith ? 


Was it not the Lord Jeſus, Creator of Heaven and 
Earth, who alſo made Man at the Beginning? 


And was not the ſame Lord Jeſus deſigned to be 
the true and only Bridegroom of the human Na- 
ture which he formed ? 


Did not the human Soul thro? the Fall become an 


Adultereſs, in that ſhe not only ſinned in general 
againſt God, but in particular prov'd unfaithful to 
her Bridegroom and Huſband, who had made her? 


Is it true, or is it not true, that God the Maker 
of the World, and that Child, who lay on Straw 
in a Manger, is but One Chriſt ? 


Is it true or not, that Immanuel was indeed a Boy 
or Male-Child, and was circumciſed in his holy 
Sex aſcertaining Member? 


Has not the Church univerſal appointed a ſolemn 
Feſtival in Honour of this holy Act? And do not 
all Chriſtians, from the leaſt to the greateſt, as 
well all married People, as all Children in their 
growing Years, derive it from the Merit of 
Chriſt's Circumciſion, that their Members need 
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no more ſerve Sin, but may become Members of 


Chriſt ? 


Muſt not this holy Meditation keep the fuli-grown 
Youth chaſte, and teach them Reverence for their 
own Bodies; teach the Married to keep the Mar- 
riage- Bed undefiled ; teach Perſons who attend 
Children, to conſider their Charge with Reſpect, 
and render the leaſt light or indecent Uſage of the 
Children like Coals of Fire upon their Con- 
ſcience ? 


A Man therefore who expoſes the holy Manhood 
of Jeſus to the Laughter of the World, under 
whatever Pretence, and would ſuggeſt fas ſome 
of our Adverſaries abroad have done) any poſſible 
Aſſociation of Ideas between it and Phalius and 
Priapus, and the like Obſcenities; is he not 
guilty of Blaſphemy, ſuch as formerly would have 
been puniſh'd with the Loſs of the Tongue or 
right Hand ? 

Can a Believer do any better, than to commend his 


Soul to his faithful Cicator, Redeemer and Sancti- 
fier, Jeſus Chriſt ? 


Is it true, that none of us lives unto himſelf, and 
none of us dies unto himſelf, but to our Lord 


Chriſt ? 


Is He the Maſter, to whom we ſtand or fall, wake 
or ſleep ? in whoſe Name we eat or drink ? 


And if we marry, do that alſo in the Lord ? 


Does not the Church of England aſſert, that, “the 
„ State of Matrimony is an honourable Eſtate, 
& inſtituted by God in the Time of Man's Inno- 
& cency ; that it is conſecrated to ſuch an excel- 
« lent Myſtery, that in it is ſignified and repre- 
& ſented the Spiritual Marriage and Unity betwixt 
„ Chriſt and his Church, &c.” 


Muſt 
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Muſt not, among Chriſtians, even the Seed or ſe- 
minal Stamina allo, (with earneſt Prayers) be ſanc- 
tificd thro* the Blood of Jeſus, as much as any 
other Faculty; ſince only thro* this Blood, the 
Children of Believers, whom Paul will not have 
accounted unholy, can be hallow'd? 


Are there not ſworn Midwives in all civilized 
Countries? and are not ſuch- like Offices of Cha- 
rity always conſider'd with Gratitude and Reſpect. 
Muſt not any one, who ſhould make a Talk of, 
or crack Jeſts upon, the Aſſiſtances lent at Child- 
bearing, ſuckling, and other Occaſions of the 
married Life, be hiſs'd at by ſober People as a 
Monſter ; as one, who by caſting Ridicule on the 
moſt ſerious and Chriſtian Direction of the Cir- 
cumſtances of the married State, concurs (tho? 
perhaps unawares) with the high Taſte of this 
Age, which is, to laugh at the Matrimonial Nooſe, 
and to like Sodomy, and other Liberties, 
better ? 


Was a Law given for the righteous Man? Was 
not that Method of reducing moral Rules of the 
Heart into outward Commands and Prohibitions, 
a Thing that came in after ? 


Can the preaching of the Law work any Thing 
elſe but Wrath ? 


Is it true or not, that Chriſt is the End of the 
Law? and that the Goſpel was given for this End 
allo, to effect true and ſubſtantial Holineſs and 
Life? 


Is it not the very beſt Method for procuring Obe- 
dience to the Moral Law, in its moſt ſpiritual 
Extent, to bring Men to believe in Jeſus, and 
fill them with Gratitude towards his Propitia- 
tion: 


When 
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When the Apoſtle ſpeaks of firiving againſt Sin 
(fince he ſpeaks a little before of the ſpoiling of 
Goods, and in the ſame Place, of bodily Martyr- 
dom, can this be interpreted of any inward 
Struggle, or Conteſt of the Heart within itſelf ? 
Rather, without Need of any ſuch diffident and 


wavering Struggle, ought not Sin and the Luſts | 
of the i isſh to be now boldly arreſted, and al- a 
ways directly crucified, as Men deal with a con- l 
demned Malefactor, in conſequence of the power- 
ful Sufferings and Death of Jeſus ? a 
Is it when we are under Grace, or when we are J 
under the Law, that Sin reigns in our mortal Bo- ” 
| dies, and ſtirs up Luſts? * 
5 Is not the Dominion of Sin at an End, as ſoon as ſc 
H we are in Chriſt, under Grace, and under the 
bl Leading of the Holy Spirit ? to 
* When one confeſſes his Sins to his Brother, cannot b. 
i that other pray tor him, that he may be healed ? 2 
* But if one will confeſs, and yet conceals what he 
. ſhould principally confeſs, is he not a Deceiver, Ba 
* and ſomewhat in the Caſe of Ananias and ex 
1 Sapphira ? fai 
$ He that is authoriz'd by the Saviour to forgive 
„ Sins, doth it not follow that he alſo retain them, for 
1 yca ſometimes deliver to Satan? 5 
* C 
1 72. It ſeems, that my publiſhing of all the Re- up 
1 ſults of our ©ynods we ever had till the Year 1749 OCC 
4 (wiuch we laid down before the Church of England the 
' | in 550) had not been ſufficient to convince People, ( 
4 that poſ 
5 1) We hold it unlawful to break the Tye be- ſucl 
tween Parents and Children. And, w 
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(2.) That we hold it, on uo Occafion, right to do 
evil, that Good may come of it; “ and that we, 
with St. Paul, always deem that Doctrine to be a 
damnable one. 


73. Permit me, therefore, to repeat to you a 
little more of our Principles; at leaſt, of thoſe, which 
are each of them capable to kill ten Errors, and to 
lay waſte an hundred falſe Accuſations. 

Theſe are common Maxims among the Brethren, 
and even ſuch, which could be deemed a cuſtomary 
Right, ein Herkommen. 

1.) We bear with every one, who is not con- 
vinced; but after Conviction expect a Converſation 
G Ei 71g utravolcg, or co part with one another as 
ſoon as poſſible. 

(2.) We avoid by all Means to become ſuſpected 
to the Magiſtrate, with any Appearance of Reality. 

(3.) We pay a ſcrupulous Regard to the eſta- 


| bliſhed Clergy of all Chriſtendom, and honour the 


Zeal of every one in his Way. 

(4.) We never weaken Religion by ſhewing the 
Baſeneſs of profeſſed Divines; not even by bare 
expoling their Arguing, if it proves quite in- 
famous. 

(3 We hate Mutiny and Party-Zeal. We per- 
form the Duty of a Citizen with a fingular Chear- 
fulneſs, and are truly afraid to give any People in 
the World the leaſt Suſpicion of our incroaching 
upon their Rights, interfering with their Commerce, 
occupying their Spots of Ground, or increaſing 
their Poor, 

(6.) We contribute willingly to any good Pur- 


poſe, but never ſhare in any Benefit, ariſen from 
ſuch Contributions. 


* I ſuppoſe it to be a Surmiſe of ſome pious Man, who hap- 
pened co meet with another as pious as himſelf, who fell together 
into tbe Sin they ſurinited the Ordinary was guilty of. 


(7.) Altho' 
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(7.) Altho' mot of us purchaſed the Liberty of 
their Conſcience with the Loſs of their All ; never- 
theleſs they never had any Charity beſtowed upon 
them by their Fellow Proteſtants, nor aſked any. 

(8.) When we are deſired to make Eſtabliſhments 
here and there, it is always at our own Expence 
and if Loans are offered to us in order to facilitate 
the Matter, we repay it with all Spred. 

(9.) We paid hitherto the Debts of all our Bre- 
thren, if duly informed. 

(to.) We are ſo well known to our Neighbours, 
that all our clearing ourſelves of Accuſations appears 
to them quite needleſs, and out of Character 
with us. * 

(11.) We never apologiſe, but by Order of the 
Powers, or an equipollent Advice. 


74. I humbly think; (if one will needs ſuppoſe 
the oddeſt Contradictions to be really our Caſe, ) that 
it would be beſt for the Public, to take it always 
for granted concerning any even written Pieces of 
ours, which ſeem contrary to the known Tenor of 
our public Preaching, that they are only owing to 
the private Efforts of ſome little Genius, who aimed 
at flying very high; and therefore, deſpiſing ſuch 
Pieces, to take the true Meaſure and Notion of us 
from our Preaching. 


75. Again, People ſhould rather be encouraged 
to follow thoſe Virtues of ours, which are ſeen in 
hundreds of Inſtances, (wherein we fulfil the beſt 
Advices of your Eugliſb Preachers than to go about 
to ſcandaliſe the Public with enumerating thoſe ſecret 
and unſcen Vices and Abominations, the Exiſtence of 


which no body can be very well ſure of. 


* Had we been very forward in anſwering the Charges againſt 
us in this Country, we ſhould have loit our Credit inllcad of 
eftabliſking it. 


For 
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For thouſands of worthy People have been tra- 
duced in like Manner by their Enemies, without 
living long enough to ſee themſclves cleared, tho? 
their !nnocence has been invincibly proved by the 
beſt Authors, perhaps a hundred Years aſter. 

Which Turn and Upſhot of the Affair, might 
certainly be expected ſooner in our Caſe, would but 
the ſupreme Magiſtrates be pleaſed to cauſe the 
authentic Minutes of their , [nqu//itions tor theſe 
thirty Years into our regulated Congregations, and 
the Reports given ad alta by the Commiſſaries 
(who were generally choſen from among our 
declared Adverſaries) to be printed and pub- 
liſhed. | 


76. I can ſcarce ever have written a Letter to 
that Court in Queſtion, in Conjunion with my Bre- 
thren: We wrote then always ſeparately, becaule 
we differ'd too much in the Matter of ſettling Diſ- 
Cipline and Juriſdiction. 

77. So, Things which were not deſigned to be 
made public, were made ſo without my being able to 
Binder it. 

Their having been publiſhed by me would not 
have altered the Nature of them; but the Phraſes, 
and the wiſhed for Faults would not have been 
found there, nor the many Miſtakes and Nonſenſes 
have crept in, if I had pubiiſhed them of my own 
Accord, 

78. An unhappy Diſobedience preached to the 
Brethren by their Fellow-Chriſtians, and unhappily 
brought about when their Friend was among the 
Heathen, had coſt them four Places, a Million of 
Crowns, and their Character in the World. 

I am ſure that many of the Brethren in reading 
theſe Lines, will ſigh and groan, and perhaps cry 
out, that when they were obedient to their Friend, 

H (which 
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(which was but Bible and Reaſon) they were 2 
happy ps a nurſed by their Friend, increafing 


daily, and very much reſpected even by the 


World. 


79. In the introducing of my Argumenta Regum “, 
are as many Blunders as Lines. 

(1) We had no Difference with the King of 
Denmark on any Account. He was our gracious 
Protector in four Settlements we had under his 
Sceptre. 

(2) We had no Difference with Him in Den- 
mark. | 

(3) As that Letter was written in 1747, it was 

five Years after we had retired trom that King's 
German Dominions. 
(4) But, as I found ſome other Lords of this 
Earth would be as eager after certain Matters, 
which might cauſe ſome little Altercations, as the 
Miniſters of that Count y were ; it was ſpoken of 
other Princes, and in order to avoid ſuch Argu- 
ments, and not to bring them on the Carpet. 


80. I have no Juriſdiction at all in any Part of 
the World, neither ſpiritual nor temporal ; one of 
our Tenets being, that a Chriſtian Biſhop ought to 
have none, and that the leaſt Shadow of a Buſineſs 
ſo foreign to his Character, far from being of any 
Uſe to a true Clergyman, muſt quench his 
Spirit, 

Moreover, from the very Moment of my be- 
coming a Teacher, having quitted all my temporal 
Rights, Titles and Chattcls ſo fully, that I have 


What ſtrange infamous Doings are theſe! Not only to 
publiſh private Letters of a Man living, without his Content, 
and in order to 1uin effettually Him and his People; but to 
falliily them ! Was it for this ſuch Writers are countenanced ? 
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not reſerved for myſelf a Penny of my Revenues, 
(being ſure, that labouring with my own Hands, 
as I do Day and Night, I will always have more 
Store of Nouriſhment, than Time to take it ; and 
as for Rayment, myſelf being above the Rule of 
Modes, it will alſo do very well :) I wiſh no more 
than to live in Love and Friendſhip with every 
Body; and nothing is more unwelcome to me, 
than to do a Thing unwelcome to any Body directly 
or indirectly, 


81. But to tell you all; I was not always fo: 
and nothing leſs then, when I, being very young, 
was finally reſolved to be one of His Champions, 
who was my Redeemer, it even Chriſtendom itſelf 
ſhould ceaſe ; and ſeeing that the Temptation would 
be great for me, and miſtruſting my natural Hear- 
tineſs, I reſolved to get rid of the World, of Friends, 
Acquaintances, Family-Connexions, Country, Coute 
qu'il coute. | 

I ſet out with that Reſolution, when J, being 
but a Boy, entered the Houſe of my Uncle, the 
then Grand-Maſter of the Ordnance at Dreſden, 
who was very good to me. 

I treated him very reſpectfully, but let him 
know, that I would act conformable to my Princi- 
ples, at the hazard of his Diſpleaſure. 

So I ated every where; with all my Parents, 
Friends, Patrons; in my Travels; in the Midſt 
of one of the moſt brilliant Courts of the World. 

I was always the ſame Man. And fo I went on. 

And all that Time I was in a continual War 
with the Sin about me; ſo that my perſonal De- 
ſcription in a certain Reſcript of 1736, is not very 
far from the Truth in that Particular. 

Tu contra audentior ito | was ſaid in a great Coun- 
cil to be the Motto of your Friend, 
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My laſt Action in that Way, was the Auſtver I 
wrote to a pretended Edict of the King of Sweden; 
which I publiſhed and cauſed to be diſtributed ad 
ædes in Ratiſbon, and which has been ſince the Baſis 
of the Tranſactions of many Courts with the 
Brethren. 

The happy Year 1736. was the Preparatory to 
another Behaviour. 

I, ſeeing that I had now got the better of my 
Fear, made no more Difficulty to quit a Demeanor 
of twenty Years, ſo contrary to my Inclination. 

Which, when I ſaw a great Prince of that Time, 
was already ſo ſettled, that it was not ſo extraor- 
dinary that He could not comprehend, that he was 
with the ſame Man he had heard of. 

I made my general Confeſſion to that Prince, 
and when he aſked me: © Why I was fo cruelly 
* p:rſccuted and miſrepreſented ?” I told him 
plainly : * That I deſerved it: becauſe J had been 
* upon very indifferent Terms with every Body, 
* ſave the poor, and the ſcrupulous, and the 
* deſpiſed, and the perſecuted, and the miſerable 
* ones, who had always in me an aſſured 
Priend. 

told His Majeſty, that the World having been 
tired with my odd Way, at length made me Paroli; 
and that now, when I fain would be kind to her, 
ſhe would not accept of my Kindneſs. 


82. Indeed, after having quitted Poſts, Ho- 
nours, Hopcs and Fears, and embraced the State 
of Reſt, I found myſelf at ſuch an Eaſe, that I 
minded my Play-Things { /?/. v. 11 Prov. viii. 30.) 
more than my Books ; which my new Colleagues, 
the Doctors, liked not better, than the World 
my former Scriouſneſs. 
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But as Favorites of Princes care not much for 
others, if they pleaſe their Maſter: So I was con- 
tent, to be permitted by Him to imitate now that 
Friendlineſs of His, and of his Father, 

My Grief was incomprehenſible, when I ſaw 
myſelf, by my new Office, forced at Times to be 
poſitive and ſevere. 

My Joy is unutterable, which the bare Hope 
gives me, of laying my Staff at His Feet, before I 
ſee Him; and to become a ſimple Sheep, intitled 
to loſe itſelf in the thickeſt of His Flock, unob- 
ſerved, unnoticed, unſeen, but happy, and re- 
ſolved that the Fate of my Fellow-Sheep ſhall be 
mine. 

Perhaps my Antagoniſts will curſe even this 
Happineſs ; 

But you, my Friends! and you good People of 
all Perſuaſions! wiſh your Fellow-Chriſtian well, 
— pray to God to bleſs him, and make him a good 
Child. 


Lind ſey- ho ſe, 
March 21, 1755. L. 
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EF OR E we proceed to the Third Part, 
I muſt caution my Reader about the following 
Circumſtances. 

In the firſt Place, we have at leaſt IV Tropus's 
or Branches, and Regulations accordingly different 
beſide that thoſe Congregations which live toge- 
ther upon the Footing of a Townſhip or Manor, 
and alio the V ilgrims, have a Diſcipline different from 
them all. Conſequently, one muſt not always ſay, 
The Moravians : For that is as if I ſhould ſay, The 
Enghſhmen. It will alſo not ſerve, to ſay, The 
Brethren: for that is but the ſame as to ſay, The 
Proteſtants, Nor muſt J ſay on every Occaſion, 
The Herrnkuthers : for that is as if I ſhould infer, 
Such is the City Regulation in the Garriſon of York, 
therefore it is allo the Ship Regulation on board the 
Admiral of the Blue. 

Again, I muſt not argue from Individuals to 
the whole Branch, and ſay, ſuch a one was a Moravian, 
and he has done this or that; therefore, ihe Mo- 
ravians do ſo. For this would be juſt the ſame, 
as to ſay, Such an Engliſhman has drank a treaſonable 
Health, therefore he Engliſb People are di ſaffected 
to the Government. 

In ſhort, nothing is deciſive, but either quite 
general Principles, or particular Rules of a Place 
with regard to that Place, its regulative Order ; 
and when ſuch a Thing is alledged, it muſt be ſeen 
whether it is ſpurious, or authentic ; if the latter, 
it is deciſive. 


As 


el 


( 55 ] 

As to what concerns Facts, or Miſdemeanors, 
every puniſhable Thing is accordingly puniſhed, in 
the very Perſon and Place where it is found; or 
the Unitas does not intereſt itſelf therein. But we ſhall 
always, as ſoon as we can, deliver Perſons, in- 
truſted to us, out of the Hands of ſuch Execu- 
tioners, who, under Pretence of opening a Vein 
for their Health, ſeem willing to cut thro' their 
main Artery ; which abominable Sort of Officiouſ- 
neſs is nothing new, ſince in the Times of the old 
Prophets, the Lord ſays, I am very ſore diſplea ſed 
with the Heathen that are at Eaſe; for I was but a 
little diſpleaſed, and they helped forward the Af- 


fiction. 


In regard to the Third Part of this Work, (which 
will indeed conſiſt moſtly in Vouchers and Quo- 
tations, but which, on many Heads, are better than 
freſh Anſwers,) I would beg that it may be read 
with Conſideration and Attention. 

There it will appear, 

{ 1.) That the Ordinary of the Brethren does not 
in every Particular think altogether like his 
Brethren. 

(2.) That we are not rejected and diſowned 
ſo univerſally by the Lutheran Divines. 

(3.) That our Principles are Lutberan. 

(4.) That even the Brethren's Style in their 
Hymns hitherto, has been Lutheran. 

(5.) The Reader will perhaps meet with a farther 
Explanation of ſome Facts. And will ſee 

(6.) That the Brethren's Congregation has ſeven 
Years ago re-eſtabliſh'd her Matters in better Order, 
than many may ſuppoſe. 
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Corrections and Emendations, 


* 15. J. 25. read (JI mean ſuch as were not —» 
J. 21. and the real Fathers of— P. 26, J. 33. 
— is plain Divinity. P. 27. J. 6. ſupported by any other 
Proots but — J. 13. until it gets Permiſſion &..9», from 
above, for it. P. 30. J. 32. I will ſay no more 
about Tenets ; P. 34. J. 18. called by the Apoſtles 
and alſo by the Primitive — P. 35. J. 1. read the Queſtion 
thus. The Notion of the God of God, Light of Light, &c. 
his being ſo truly co-eternal with his Father, that it was 
deemed a Blaſphemy in old Times to uſe the Phraſe, erat 
ubi non erat : ls this a bare Invention of ours, or whence 
is it derived? P. 38. /. 11. the forced-in Ideas of a 
carnal — P. 39 J. 30. Is not the corporal — P. 42. J. 12. 
that ever was ſeen. P. 44.1. 15. Allcciation of Ideas in 
any Chriſtian Mind between it and — J. 17. guilty, on 
the one Hand, of the moſt infamous Detraction, and on 
the other, of Blaſph. — P. 45. J. 29. for and Life, read 
of Life. P. 48. J. 4. Fellow-Proteſtants upon that Ac- 
count, — J. 23. little Genius among the Brethren, — 
Alſo in the Firſt Part. page 51.1. 34. inflead of Em- 
ber- Week, read Paſſion- Week. 


Thus far the Corrections, which the Author 
himſelt made in reviſing the Sheets, I muſt add 
thereto, with regard to the Article of the Sermon 
on the xith Sunday after Trinity 1746, (treated of, 
page 8) that it appears He had but a very indiſtinct 
Idea of the Charge. I have ſpoken with him ſince, 
and I muſt refer to what I faid upon this Head in 
the Additions to the Firſt Part; and muſt add, 
Either that Informer ſhould have ſaid more, or leſs, 
and ſhould not have left with Mankind Half the 
Story. He knew certainly, his Account would 
infallibly cauſe horrid Ideas to be raiſed without Juſ- 
tice ; whereas the Cauſe of Chaſtity and Virtue was 
not abandoned in that Sermon, but inforced ſtrong- 
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ly by the Addition of the Strength produced in its 
Favour out of the Holineſs required in the New 
Teſtament. Now tho* that Informer could with 
equal Truth poſſibly ſwear that C. Z. uſed thoſe 
Expreſſions, as any Heathen could ſwear David 
ſaid, ** There is no God ;” yet what an Horror 
mult not every candid Man have for fxch an Ac- 
count of Things? The Ordinary has explained 
himſelf in Heel txurs, and in forty other Places per- 
haps, about the Commandments. 

As ſoon as the third Part appears, which is ready 


for the Preſs, and will be publiſhed in proper 


Time, (eſpecially if we fee a Deſire in the Public 
to look into and weigh our Matters and Doctrines) 
I hope every impartial and unprejudiced Reader 
will be ſatisfied, that there have been given ſuf- 
ficient Anſwers to the Charges which have hitherto 
appear'd againſt the Brethren; and then 1 hope, 
we ſhall not be perſwaded to enter any more the 
Field of Controverſy upon any Account whatſoever, 

Thoſ: who have nothing elſe to do but to write, 
will write for ever. Much good may it do them 


Thoſe who have Pleaſure in reading evil Stories of 


- 


their Neighbour, will always read: Be it ſo then. 

As one of our ſobereſt and molt ſerious Maxims 
is, to avoid making Proſclytes to our Churches; 
the Writers againſt us, if they alſo help forward 
that good Deſign of ours, will do us a Service, in 
which they may ſucceed better than we, and will be 
a Means of keeping our little Boat from being over- 
loaded. We ſhall ſail the better. 

The Truth of the Goſpel will always be to be 
come at, fo long as the Bible remains free to be 
read by the Vulgar; and the Honour of Chriſt 
will in ſome Meaſure be ſafe, till the Athanafian 
Creed and the 39 Articles be turned out of Doors 
in England: And we ſhall be extremely glad, to 
ſee the Wiſh of the late Biſhop Gi fulfill'd, __ 
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the Engliſh Church may not be robbed of her bt Souls 


by her Siſter Church; which will be beſt brought 
about, by the Clergy of the eſtabliſhed Church 
taking Care conſtantly to preach Bible-Divinity. 
See the Expceſition, Part J. § 124 
It the People of any Religion, or leſſer Sect or 
Diviſion of Chriſtians take it upon T ruſt, that their 
Prieſts Lips preſerve Knowledge, they may (till be de- 
ceived by the Prieſts of all Religions. Since the Bi- 
ble is open, the Hearers are blameable, if they hear, 
or are miſled by, falſe Doctrine. In England, Pro- 
vidence has procured a Compendium of Doctrine in 
the 39 Articles; if a Hearcr is too lazy to make 
himſelf Maſter of the plain and obvious Senſe of 
thoſe, or too indolent to compare the Sermons 
of his Teacher with thoſe Articles, for the teaching 
of which he is fed and cloathed ; ſuch a Hearer may 
thank himſelf if he is deceived. But when Hearers 
have itching Ears, and chuſe to hear ſmooth Things, 
and Things which ſuit their fleſhly Reaſon ; and 
have no longer any Taſte or Likirg for Bible-Truths, 
and cannot bear to hear much Fuſs made about My- 
ſteries of God manifeſt in the Zl, of the Propittation 
and Offering of Chriſt , but chuſe rather that, which 
they fancy they can comprehend, the Beauties of 
moral Qualities, and the Fitneſs and Relation of 
things to one another, and a well- ſounding Syſtem 
of Ethics, inſtead of giving themſelves the filly Pains 
to learn to believe Chriſtianity ; why then, I think, 
the Hearer who will be ſo taught, and the Teacher 
who will fo teach, have not much Advantage over 
one another, but mutually miſlead and a'e miſled, 
deceive and are deceived. I wiſh theſe Times were 
over, and that the Hearers, of every Religion, were 
fond of the Bible and Proteſtant Truths; ; "and every 
Teacher fo fortunate, as himſelf to know and be able 
to teach them; eſpecially every Church of England 
4cacher ſo morally honcſt, as either to teach accord- 
ing 
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ing to the Articles, or abſolutely and honeſtly refuſe 
to ſubſcribe them. It would be, in my Opinion, 
better, that ten thouſand Pariſhes were without Mi- 
niſters, than that the Miniſters ſhould either like to 
teach contrary to the Articles and Homilies, or 
ſhould comply with the vicious Taſte of their Hearers 
ſo far, as to neglect thoſe Doctrines which diſtinguiſh 
Chriſtianity from the moſt refined and reaſonable 
Heatheniſm, or thoſe which diſtinguiſh true Pro- 
teſtantiſm from the beſt and moſt refined Popery, 
in the Way and Terms of Salvation. 

If the Clergy, or other grave Perſons did read the 
Homilies and Articles of Religion, and large Portions 
of the Scripture in the Churches, without any Com- 
ment, only for one Year ; or it there were many Perſons 
ſtirred up at once, to ſpread the 39 Articles of Re- 
ligion up and down England, and read them, and cauſe 
them to be read and repeated ; the Clergy would be 
much more encouraged to preach accordingly, by the 
Taſte their Hearers would get for thoſe Doftrines : 
Or the Subſcription to the Articles would no longer 
be required, and God would not be mocked in 
that mean and infamous Manner He is, by every 
Man who takes Preferment, and teaches contrary, 
or believes differently rom what He had declared 
openly his full Aſſent and Conſent to. And then 
there would not be, with Reaſon, ſo juſt a Com- 
plaint to be made againſt the Hearers, that they 
baſely ſubmit to fit and hear other Doctrines, than 
what the Subſcription of the Teacher had given them 
Reaſon to expect. 

Let God and Man herein be honeſtly dealt by. 
Let thoſe who have no Mind to have their Teachers 
reſtrained, contrive ſome Way to have Teachers 
who have not ſubſcribed. 

JAMES HUTTON. 


U 


* 
: 
F? 
Li 
14 
1 


* + 
= #* + * » 


: » 92 3 - — . — * 
rr 


Lately publiſhed, by the Brethren, 


I. A Manual of Doctrine, 24mo. 
II Diſcourſes on the ſecond Article of the 


Creed, preach'd at Berlin by the Ordinary of the 
Brethren, 2d Edit. 12mo. 


III. Nine, preach'd at Felter- lane Chapel, London, 
12mo. | 


IV. Diſſertations on the Aus t urg Confeſſion, 
12mo. 


V. Maxims, extracted out of the Ordinary's 
Diſcourſes, &c. 8 vo. 


VI. An Account of the Doctrine, Manners, Li- 
turgy and Idiom of the Unitas Fratrum, 8 vo. 


VII. A Collection of Hymns, in two Parts, 8vo. 

VIII. Abrege des Diſcours du Comte de Zinzen- 
derf, preche a Ber in, 3 vol. (This laſt to be had 
at P. Vaillant's in the S$!rand,Y) 


Beſides the Controverſial Picces. 


